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Students Chat with Former President of Chile
by Valerie Ferdon '12
News Editor

Campus news
On April 14, five Providence College
students, accompanied by Jeffrey Pugh,
Ph.D., professor of Political Science,
traveled to Brown University to meet
with Ricardo Lagos, former president
of Chile. This meeting took place at
the Watson Institute for International
Studies at the University.
Mark Kraics '11 was one of the
students who participated in the
30-minute private discussion with Lagos
and was also involved in the beginning
stages of organizing this event.
"I became interested in Latin
American politics last semester in
a class I took with Dr. Pugh," said
Kraics. "In our studies, we learned
about transformative figures in Latin
American politics, one of whom was
Ricardo Lagos. I watched a movie
on him, then looked him up online.
I saw that he teaches at Brown-as a
professor-at-large-so I e-mailed Dr.
Pugh and asked him if there was any
way that we could go to a lecture or
open forum," said Kraics.
Pugh is friendly with Richard
Snyder, Ph.D., director of the Center
of Latin American and Caribbean
Studies at Brown. After talking to
Kraics, Pugh contacted Snyder and
set the whole process in motion. They
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FROM LEFT: Mark Kraics '11, Ethan Gentes ’13, Danielle Ladd ’12, Assunta Garcia ’11, Andie Kelly ’11, and Professor Jeffrey Pugh pose with Ricardo Lagos,
the former president of Chile. The group met privately with Lagos at the Watson Institute for International Studies at Brown University on April 14,2011.

PC Senior Awarded Fulbright Scholarship
by Christine Rousselle '13
News Staff

Campus News
The Fulbright Program, founded by
Senator J. William Fulbright in 1946,
provides grants for U.S. citizens to
go to other countries and for foreign
students to come to the U.S. to teach
or conduct research. The spirit of the
Fulbright Program is educational
exchange between foreign cultures
and the United States. The grants are
very competitive and prestigious.
Forty-three past Fulbright scholars
have gone on to win Nobel Prizes.
Alexandra BetGeorge '11 was the
recipient of a Fulbright English
Teaching Assistantship grant and
will spend next year researching and
teaching English in Bulgaria.
BetGeorge, a Global Studies major,
first became interested in the Fulbright
Program and international education
when she spent the fall semester of her
junior year studying abroad in Tunisia.
She said that her experience there was

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Alexandra BetGeorge ’11 in a Tunisian cave while studying abroad in the fall of her junior year. It was
during this time that she first became interested in the Fulbright Program.
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A Farewell to The Cowl's Seniors
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The final issue of The Cowl for the 2010-2011 academic year has
arrived. You're holding it in your hands right now, but you probably
don't realize that a truly commendable group of seniors have left it to
you as their final project. It is difficult not to mention the "Tamagotchi"
metaphor that The Cowl has for itself; surely this issue finds the current
senior class in the process of passing the baton to the next group of
dedicated workers. We'll save our loyal readers another reflection on
how precious the contributors of The Cowl understand its newspaper
to be, despite the overflow of nostalgia coming from the seniors as
they walk out of the office for the last time. Instead, we'll pay a brief
recognition to some of the seniors whose hard work and friendship the
remaining Cowlers will genuinely miss.
To Al Daniel, a Sports writer whose passion for the content he
reports upon pays dividends in his writing. To Jayo Miko Macasaquit,
whose personality will be missed as much in the Cowl office as it will
be on the pages of Commentary. To Lauren Cavalli, whose patience,
goodness, and close eye will make her someone the staff will miss truly.
To Conor Leary, the kind of rare talent and wonderful person with
which a newspaper is rarely blessed. To Jordan Frias, whose authentic
kindness will make him a bright light wherever he goes next. To Steve
Mendelsohn, whose selfless hard work has not gone unrecognized, and
will be the foundation of his future success. To John Butler, the model of
a gentleman, who makes everyone he meets feel lucky to have met him.
To Nahuel Fanjul, who leaves the Cowl office a much more fun place
than he found it. And finally, to The Cowl's Editor-in-Chief Emeritus and
to whom every 2010-2011 issue of the paper owes the most, Sara Spirito,
whose heart, hard work, and genuine love for her job has made her an
invaluable and beloved asset.
So, from The Cowl's underclassmen to all of its beloved seniors, we
give a genuine "thank you." You have all left your mark on our legacy,
and if your time here is any indicator, your futures are all certainly very
bright ones.

-The Editors

Roving Editors, Emeritus: Brigid Quinn '11, Tim O'Mara '11

A Word About This Week's Masthead...

Copy Editors: Amberly Glitz '12, Courtney Lamberton '11, Cara Oleasz '13, Christina
Zupicich '12, Kathleen O'Roark '13, Ryan Grady '11, Danielle Brooks '11, Megan
Quann '13, Melissa Tran '12, Jessica DeNayer '12, Bridget Reed '12

This month, The Cowl held its first annual Masthead Contest.
After reviewing all of the submissions, the staff chose the
design of Lauren Shimmel '12 to be used in the last edition of
the year. We thank everyone who submitted designs, and we
look forward to seeing more next spring!

Business Manager: Ryan Portenoy '12
Advertising Managers: Paul McCullough '12, Carolyn Russo '12

Circulations, Emeritus: Stephen Mendelsohn '11
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Webmaster, Emeritus: Jeff Gahan '11
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Letter Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin LL05.

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.

Advertising
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subscriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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Student Congress Convenes Before Easter
Passes Legislation Regarding Registration for Students Studying Abroad
by Jeff DiLeo '13
News Staff

Student Congress
The Tuesday before Easter break,
Student Congress convened for its last
meeting as the 61st Student Congress
of Providence College. Its members
voted on previously discussed pieces
of legislation and continued to consider
and debate other legislative issues. The
61st Student Congress passed SCRC 6122, Alternative Transportation for the
Office of Safety & Security. This newly
passed legislation will require the
College's Office of Safety & Security to
consider more environmentally friendly
options whenever it is considering
replacing or increasing its current
fleet of vehicles that patrol campus.
These "green" options will include
scooters, golf carts, bicycles, and simply
walking on foot. Economically, this will
decrease the cost of gasoline, vehicle
maintenance, and vehicle replacement
for the school. Environmentally, these
options will use less gas and cause
fewer pollutants. Mike Maggio '12,
president of the class of 2012, said, "I
think it is in line with some of the goals
we've had in past legislations."
He also mentioned that it would help
to improve the school's "green report."
"We got a really bad score [on
the report]."
Maggio was referring to the Web
site,
greenreportcard.org,
which
gave the school an overall grade of
"C minus," which it calculated by
considering things such as the school's
climate change/energy, food/recycling,
and green building. This legislation
passed unanimously.

The second piece of legislation
passed at the meeting was the SCRC 6121 concerning class registration while
abroad. According to the Congress,
it will "establish a means by which
students who are not able to utilize
their 'first day' class registration for the
semester they are abroad to petition to
regain their 'first day' of registration
for the next semester."
This is especially beneficial for
juniors and seniors, who will be given
an opportunity to register for any core
requirement courses they may still
need to fulfill before graduation [upon
returning to the States]. This legislation
was
controversial because
many
members of the Congress said it would
only benefit upperclassmen.
Emily Goodman '11 of the Publicity
Committee said, "I approved of it once
I found out that everyone is going to
have an equal amount of 'first days,'"
said Goodman. "I don't think that
going abroad and then having three
second days is really going to make as
big a difference because going abroad
is a different experience in itself. You're
losing out on classes here the same way
people are losing out on classes there."
The legislation passed with 23
voting for it and 11 against it. This
was considered very close, because the
legislation needed a two-thirds vote to
pass since it is an amendment to the
Student Congress constitution.
The last piece of legislation that
was voted on was also a proposed
amendment to the Student Congress
constitution. This proposal was SCA 6105, concerning semi-active members.
This piece of legislation would have
given semi-active members (which are
considered members of the Congress's
committees) the ability to have both

the voice and the power to introduce
new legislation to Congress. However,
they would still not have the power to
vote on any of their new legislation.
Several non-committee members
of Congress argued that it would be
healthy for everyone to have both
the active and passive voices of the
committee members present through
their proposed legislation.
The legislation, however, did not
pass, mainly because many members
did not think it was appropriate to pass
a "bill" that would essentially only
affect next year's Student Congress.
Kelli O'Donohue '11 said, "I
hope that this is something that
the 62nd Student Congress looks
forward to pursuing next year,
because there are a lot of other
loop holes (in the constitution) that
need to be closed up apparently
before people are ready to pass
this. I think this would be a great
addition [to Student Congress]."
At the next Student Congress
meeting, members will continue to
deliberate and possibly vote on SCRC
61-23, concerning the Laundry View
Program, SCRC 61-24 concerning Oncampus water fountains, and finally
SCRC 61-03, concerning the Educational
Opportunity Program Act.
Mark Caprio '14, president of the
class of 2014, along with the help
of others including Kevin Hillery,
director of Residence Life, and
Warren Gray of the Department
of
Business
Services,
recently
introduced
the
Laundry
View
Program to Student Congress.
This program would enable
the school's students to view their
laundry room's machines online and
see what machines are available for

use. If not available, the amount of
time left until they are would also
be displayed.
The second piece of proposed
legislation, SCRC 61-24, seeks to have
water fountains installed in all new
buildings on campus as well as those
that are currently being renovated or
will be in the near future.
The last legislation discussed was
the proposed Educational Opportunity
Act. This would give students who
graduate from any college or university
in Rhode Island a tax break on their
student loans if that student stays and
lives in Rhode Island after graduation.

Last Week In Congress
Legislation Passed
-Registration for Abroad Students
This seeks to provide students who
missed their "first day" registration with
an additional "first day" registration
upon their return.

-Fuel-Efficient Security Vehicle
This legislation urges PC Security to
look into an alternate vehicle for their
next vehicle purchase.
Legislation Failed
-Semi-Active Members
This legislation would allow committee
chairs the opportunity to introduce their
own legislation.
Legislation Proposed
-Laundry View Program
-Campus Water Fountains
-Educational Opportunity Program Act

Congress: Out with the Old, In with the New
by Jeff DiLeo '13
News Staff

Student Congress
Another milestone in the history of
Providence College's Student Congress
was reached during its meeting on
Tuesday, April 27. The meeting marked
the end of the 61st Student Congress
and the beginning of the 62nd.
The Student Congress that served
this year passed 44 pieces of legislation,
held 29 meetings, consisted of 82
members, and participated in four
elections. That does not include the
smaller meetings and the hundreds
of office hours that its members
participated in.
Many of the students that are
continuing on with Student Congress
said that they look up to the outgoing
seniors and admire their hard work
and dedication in working for the
student body.
Members of both Congresses were
present for the transitional meeting.
The 61st Congress opened the
meeting as usual and gave all of the
graduating members of Congress the
chance to say their goodbyes and wish
luck to the incoming Congress. After
everyone said their farewells, the 61st
Congress voted on and approved
three previously discussed pieces
of legislation. These included SCRC
61-23 regarding the Laundry View
Program, which was voted on and
passed unanimously.
The Laundry View system will be
installed in time for the start of the
fall semester. SCRC 61-24, which deals
with on-campus water fountains,
was also voted on and unanimously

approved. SCRC 61-03, a piece of
legislation regarding the Educational
Opportunity
Program Act,
was
approved with all members in favor
except for one abstaining vote.
Mark Caprio '14, the current
president of the class of 2014, who was
recently re-elected to the same position
for next year, introduced the Laundry
View legislation piece to Congress
several meetings ago. He, along with
the help of Pete Van Name '11, chair of
Student Life Committee, worked hard
to get this legislation passed.
"I'm really excited about it,
because I know from experience

taking over the duties of Meaghan
Murphy '11 as executive secretary.
All members of the 61st Congress
then left the meeting. Maggio
opened the first official meeting of
the 62nd Student Congress. Maggio
introduced himself and gave a brief
speech about the opening of the
first meeting of the new Congress.
As there was no legislation to
discuss, the meeting consisted of
the executive board members and
the class presidents introducing
themselves and communicating their
excitement about beginning a new
Student Congress.

WE’RE A LITTLE BIT OF A SMALLER GROUP THIS YEAR
THAN IN THE PAST, BUT THAT DOES NOT LIMIT US...
that dealing with the laundry rooms
here is a struggle," said Caprio.
"It's turned into a competition. [The
legislation] has gotten a lot of support
from
Congress... and
from
the
administration. I think the students
will utilize it and I don't think the
money will go to waste."
Transition to the new Student
Congress was completed when Liane
Nadeau '11, executive president of
the 61st Student Congress, passed
the Student Congress gavel to the
new executive president of the 62nd
Student Congress, Mike Maggio
'12. The three other members of
the executive board include Annie
Melia '12, who will be replacing
Mary Bogan '11 as executive vice
president, Tucker de Villier '12, who
will be taking over for Nick Mikula
'11 as executive treasurer, and finally,
Katrina Harrington '12 who will be

After the meeting, Maggio said,
"[being executive president] hasn't
set in yet. It's so surreal. I'm definitely
going to miss everyone from last year,
but I'm very excited."
When asked what goals he had in
mind for next year, the president said,
"one of the things we're working on is
trying to unite the student body. Our
big project this summer is trying to
reach out to students to find out what
the pathway to success is. We hope to
have a very student-oriented Congress
where the initiatives aren't coming
from us; they're really coming from
our classmates. I think that's the most
important thing."
De Villier recalled, "it's been a long
road. This past year was my first year on
Congress. It's truly an honor to serve on the
executive board and to serve the student
body with the rest of Student Congress."
Harrington agreed.

"I've been on Student Congress
since freshman year and absolutely
love being on Congress. As the
years progressed, I grew into
my role more and more and
that's why I wanted to run for
executive board. There are so many
passionate people who are the head
of committees and ran for elections
that I think it's definitely going to
be a great year," she said.
Next year's president of the class
of 2012, Danielle Ladd '12, added, "I
know we have a very talented group
and a very new group. We're a little bit
of a smaller group this year than we
have been in the past, but that does not
limit us in the least with the talent pool.
I look forward to seeing what we can
accomplish."
The entire school community looks
forward to benefitting from the work of
its 62nd Student Congress.

This Week In Congress

Legislation Passed
-Laundry View Program

-Campus Water Fountains
-Educational Opportunity Program Act

Legislation Proposed
-None

NEWS

4 The Cowl

April 28, 2011

Class Combines Public Service and Art
Students in Community Lens Use Photography to Mentor Providence City Youth
by Micaela Cameron '13
News Staff

Campus News
While most of us use photography
to update our many Facebook friends
on the happenings of our lives, students
at Providence College have been using
photography to better the local Providence
community. For the past semester, students
at the College have been working with
local youth to highlight the importance of
community through digital photography.
The Community Lens is a public service
course as well as an art course, taught by
Nick Longo, Ph.D., associate professor of
Public and Community Service Studies,
and Erick Sung, assistant professor of
Photography. According to its blog, the
goal of The Community Lens is "to give
young artists the opportunity to go out
into their community and photograph."
Seventeen students from the College
are involved in the Community Lens
course. They have been learning about
photography,
teaching,
community
service, and planning methods as well
as attending weekly workshops. The
weekly workshops allow students from
the College to work with the youth of
Providence in order to teach them the
value of community and responsibility
through photography.
The Community Lens is involved
with the Providence CityArts! for Youth
organization. CityArts! is an organization
that aims to provide free arts education to
youth in the city from the ages of eight to
14. CityArts! instructs youth in visual arts,
design, creative writing, and performing
arts. According to the CityArts! Web site,
"our work is inspired by the creative
process of art-making and the exploration
of ideas and concepts that shape our
communities and everyday lives."
Along with the Providence CityArts!
for Youth organization, students from

the College hold weekly workshops
during which they interact with other
children ages eight to 13. Students
from the College not only instruct the
youth in digital photography, but serve
as mentors as well.
Laurie Moise '12, has been
involved with The Community Lens
this semester.
"I signed up for the Community
Lens course last semester," said
Moise. "I was introduced to this class
by Professor Nick Longo. He told me
about the course and I quickly became
interested. It was a great choice."
Moise spoke of her involvement within
the Community Lens class and project.
"Aside from being involved with
an amazing group of PC students,
we all work together to create a great
program for the students at CityArts!"
The students involved in The
Community Lens not only teach the
youth about photography, but they also
teach them the importance of community.
In photographing their own city, the
youth have been given the opportunity
to interact with and learn the importance
of their mutual Providence home.
Within The Community Lens,
students are divided into six teams.
These six teams are responsible for
various aspects of the project. Teams
include lesson planning, documentation,
public relations, exhibition, publication,
and parent relations.
"I am part of the lesson planning team,"
said Moise. "The lesson planning team
meets once a week and plans the upcoming
CityArts! class. Every week, we draft a
lesson plan and ask for input from our
classmates. Once it is approved, we then
complete it, and every Friday we have class
with our students following the plan."
The culmination of The Community
Lens is an exhibition, which will take
place Friday, April 29, from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. at the Institute for the Study
and Practice of Nonviolence at 265

Oxford Street in Providence, Rhode
Island. The exhibition will showcase
the work of the youth. Those invited to
attend the exhibition include not only
family and friends, but the College
community as well.
"The reception will be an exhibition
of the students' artwork," said Moise.
"Also, there will be a few speeches
made by some of the students [during
the exhibition]."
With funds from the College's
grant initiative, Fostering a Culture of
Student Engagement, the College was
able to provide cameras and assistance
to The Community Lens and its

upcoming exhibition at the Institute for
the Study and Practice of Nonviolence.
"Oftentimes
we
forget
the
community around the Providence
College boundaries, so it is great to reach
out and serve those who are sometimes
forgotten," said Moise. "The students
we work with are very grateful and I
feel as if this program should continue
annually. Not only have I gained a
greater appreciation for photography,
I have also made amazing friends. This
class has allowed me to broaden my
horizons and look at the world in a
different light. I plan to continue serving
in any way that I can."

PCATCITYARTSR1.WORDPRESS.COM

Magali Garcia-Pietsch ’13 instructs a young student on proper photography skills as a part of The
Community Lens.

College Grad Rebate Program

$1000 Rebate
What's happening?

RT@TOYOTA: COLLEGE GRADS SAVE $1K!
OUR COLLEGE GRADUATE PROGRAM1 INCLUDES:
. $1000 rebate on any new Toyota Camry (excludes

No money down and no monthly payments

Hybrid model), Corolla, Matrix, RAV4, Tacoma, or

for first 90 days on select finance programs.

Yaris when financing or leasing through your

Competitive APRs and lease terms on

dealer and Toyota Financial Services.

Toyota vehicles.

Visit toyotafinancial.com/collegerebate
or contact your Toyota dealer for more information.
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ROTC Works Towards Step UP! Receives Service
Weapons Qualification Project of Year Award
by Jordan Frias '11
Asst. News Editor

Campus News
While most of us were heading
out for Easter Recess last Wednesday,
Providence College's Patriot Battalion
was heading off to Camp Fogarty in East
Greenwich, R.I., to partake in a weapons
qualification event.
Junior and senior cadets were sent
to the shooting range that afternoon,
while underclassmen participated in
a HMMWV rollover simulation and a
firing simulation.
Major Tucker Shosh, assistant
professor of Military Science, informed
cadets that priority on the range would
be given to the senior class because
they were running low on ammunition.
"Before committing to become a
lieutenant, you must fire a weapon,"
Shosh said, a position that senior cadets
will achieve upon Commissioning.
The underclassmen then partook in
HEAT and FATS simulations. HEAT
stands for HMMWV Egress Assistance
Training and FATS stands for FireArms
Training System.
According
to
Shosh,
HEATS
simulations came into existence
around 2005, after many soldiers died
in Iraq and Afghanistan in HMMWV
rollovers. Lieutenant Nelson told the
cadets that many soldiers who fought
in these countries were killed because
they did not put their seatbelts on over
their body armor.
Cadets were informed that they
would be experiencing land and
water rollovers, land being a complete
180-degree rollover and water being a
90-degree rollover. They were required
to fill out a medical form before
participating and were then asked to
split up into teams of four, one as the
Truck Commander, another as the
driver, and the other two acting as
passengers. The teams were instructed
to yell "Rollover!" three times when
they experienced a turnover and
"Water!" three times during the
90-degree turnover. The simulator
was comprised of
HMMWV shell
on a rotisserie with a panic button,
microphone, and camera inside of it.
Before entering into the simulator,
one cadet asked Shosh if he had ever
been in a rollover. He said that he had
not, but had lost a friend in a rollover
three months after his deployment.

When Shosh asked cadets in the
room if they had ever been in a car
accident, only a few of them raised
their hands.
The simulation required participants
to brace themselves when the vehicle
came to a complete stop, unbuckle
themselves, and escape or "egress"
from the closest door to them. Pieces
of foam were thrown into the vehicle
during the exercise to simulate how
things that aren't strapped down in a
vehicle can rise up and cause damage
to a person during a rollover.
Shosh said that this simulation was
designed to make them aware of how
important seatbelts are, what to do if
they are ever in a rollover, and to make
them aware of the "load plans" or
items secured inside of the HMMWVs
that they enter.
Ed Randerson '14 considered his
time spent in both rollovers to be "a
good learning experience."
"You've got to know it after you're
commissioned," Randerson said.
Mike Tagliafiero '13 found the
90-degree water turnover easier to
egress from than the land rollover.
"It was easier to prop yourself up
on the center console, but [would
be] more difficult [to egress from] in
reality," he said.
When not participating in HEAT
simulation,
underclassmen
were
virtually shooting an Ml 6 rifle in
order to qualify as marksmen. This
was conducted in a shed covered with
camouflage netting on the inside.
Sergeant
Riendeau
explained
the technique of firing a rifle to his
cadets. He stressed the importance
of BRAS, which stands for the steps
of breathing, relaxation, aim, and
shot. Cadets were then asked to
shoot their targets lying down with
their rifle supported by a sandbag.
After, they were asked to shoot
their rifles for two more rounds,
one unsupported, and the other
crouched down on one knee.
Cadets who weren't shooting were
asked to coach their peers as they shot
and then switch places with them once
they finished.
The entire event was led by senior
cadets, also known as MS4s. They
passed around a checklist to all the
junior cadets who will be getting
ready to travel to Fort Lewis in
Washington state for LDAC, the
Leadership Development Assessment
Course, this summer.

by Ryan Post '14
News Staff

Campus

news

Providence College senior and South
Providence native Manny Ortiz '11, a
true leader in the school community, is
being recognized on both the college
and state level for his initiative in
creating and promoting the longevity
of Step UP!, a service project reaching
out to the under-privileged children of
the city of Providence.
Ortiz founded the Step UP! program
three years ago as a way to give back
to the students of his middle school,
the San Miguel School located in the
Charles area of North Providence.
"I graduated from San Miguel in
2003 and made a close connection with
the school," said Ortiz. "I wanted to
teach [San Miguel students] that high
school is not where it stops, that they
can go to college, just like me."
A native of the Dominican Republic
and a resident of South Providence,
Ortiz can relate to the middle school
students who live in "high risk"
neighborhoods and are prone to
environments that do not promote a
focus on education.
"Most of their parents are working
two or three jobs, so the kids are
coming home to empty houses," said
Ortiz, who added that this can foster
an attraction to violence and cause
many to drop out of school. "A lot
of the kids will feel they have to help
their families out after high school, so
they look for work. I want to show
them that college and a career is a
better option."
"I was there in their shoes and I
know what they're going through,"
said Ortiz. "I still live in the same
neighborhood. I want them to see
that they can make it like me and go to
college on scholarship. They just have
to put the work in."
To fulfill this goal, Ortiz started
Step UP! as a tutoring program for the
students at the all-male San Miguel
School. "I was helping the kids with
their homework and teaching them
about healthy lifestyles and that sort of
thing, but I wanted to step it up a notch
and bring them to college."
Ortiz mentioned that Lauren
DeVuono '09 helped him start the
program. "She was the vice president
of [the Organization of Latin American
Students] at the time, and she helped
me get the program approved with
the College while I focused on the
community aspect of it."
After
multiple
discussions
with Sharon Hay, dean of Student
Programming in the Office of StudentActivities-Involvement-Leadership

(SAIL), the Step UP! program was
given permission to exist as a pilot
with the 14 San Miguel students in the
program. The students were brought
to Providence College to learn what
they can achieve in the future.
After the pilot period, the program
was allowed to exist as a Collegerecognized project and expanded to
accommodate more students in the past
two years. This year, the program had
40 participants and included girls from
Sophia Academy in the Wanskuck area
of Providence. Ortiz said the program
has expanded from just him visiting San
Miguel to 14 mentors the following year
and 30 mentors this year.
Due to the steep increase in
participants, Ortiz was forced to work
solely as the program's director this year,
instead of the mentor and leader he had
been in the past.
"It was kind of bittersweet. I got to
direct the whole program, but I didn't
get to work with the kids anymore,"
said Ortiz.
Angela Evans '11 and Naomi BrownJones '11 served as co-chairs to the
service project to help accommodate for
the added responsibilities that come with
such a sharp increase in participation.
Because he will be graduating in
May, Ortiz is leaving the program
in the hands of the newly elected
OLAS board, which will control and
propagate the Step UP! Mentoring
Program in the future.
Step UP! and its founder, Ortiz,
have now received various awards
from the College in recognition of
the remarkable opportunities they've
provided for young Latin American
middle school students.
SAIL has
awarded Step UP! the Service Project
of the Year Award for three consecutive
years now (2009-2011), and just
recently, the PC Alumni Association
awarded Ortiz with its Leaving a
Legacy Award, an honor recognizing
"a particular student who, through
their actions at Providence College,
has left a legacy that will continue even
after they have graduated."
Ortiz has also been recognized for
his contributions to the community
on the state level. Selected as Rhode
Island's Emergent Leader, Ortiz
was given an honor for which he
didn't even know he was nominated;
however, Ortiz has remained humble
in the face of these various awards.
"Every time I serve, I never do it
for recognition; I do it because I
want to make a difference. To a job
recruiter this award on my resume
may highlight 'good organizational
skills or leadership abilities but to me
..—it means mew 4han-that. To me, this
award means that 1 was able to make a
difference in someone's life, and that,
to me, is more fulfilling."

The Cowl is looking for news writers for

the 2011 -2012 Academic Year.
Look for us at the Fall Involvement Fair
or pick up an application in the office
beginning on the first day of classes!
JORDAN FRIAS ’11/THE COWL

Before Easter break, members of the ROTC Patriot Batallion participated in a simulation of a HMMWV
(pictured above) rollover in both water and on land.
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CHILE: Q&A Enhances Student Learning
Continued from front page
also worked closely with Andrew
Gammon, the Outreach Coordinator at
the Watson Institute.
"Lagos is only here for a few weeks
each semester, and he just so happened
to be visiting in April," said Pugh.
Lagos is a central figure in Latin
American politics for his approach
on advocating democratization. For
years, Chile was corrupt, governed
by the dictator Augustus Pinochet. In
response, Lagos started a campaign
which essentially said, "Vote No."
Kraics spoke of the television
commercial he had viewed where
Lagos pointed his finger at the camera
and said, "Get him out."
"It was cool, because
these
commercials were before the age of
social media. Mind you, this was the
late '70s," said Kraics. "He was the first
person to really say, 'No, this should
not happen again.' Basically, it started
this cultural phenomenon in Chile."
Pugh discussed the commercial
with similar sentiment.
"It was exciting to see this
positive media-focused approach to
democratization," said Pugh. "The key
moments of the video they watched
[were] where Ricardo Lagos, who
at that point was one of the leading
politicians, pointed at the camera
and declared, 'We will have a new
government' and 'Pinochet's days are
numbered.'"
Danielle Ladd '12, who was also
in attendance for the talk with Lagos,
was particularly impressed by the
campaign's success in drawing voters.
"The fact that Lagos was able to
get eight million people to register
and then ultimately vote is amazing,"

said Ladd. "Their goal was seven
million, and they thought that number
was too high. He went above that
and ultimately started a campaign to
remove Pinochet from power. "
When he met with PC students,
Lagos was in the middle of his threeweek stay at the University. His
schedule was booked tight, yet he gave
the six individuals from PC his full
attention and fully elaborated in his

during some of his life the car would
be in front, clearing the crowds for
his arrival. In other times in his life,
however, the car was behind himchasing him.
"I asked him about his view on the
Egyptian revolution," said Kraics. "He
said that he has definite strong opinions
about what is happening there, and he
hoped that democracy would remain
alive. He did praise the Egyptian

I THOUGHT HE WAS VERY ENGAGING. I CANNOT SAY
ENOUGH GOOD THINGS ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE.?
response to each question.
"I wanted it to be small enough
so that each student could ask a
question," said Pugh. "What a
fantastic educational opportunity for
students-one of them has been writing
a paper on democratic transitions and
transitional justice, and she had just
done a presentation of her findings...
One of them was a Honduran student
who experienced the coup and
transition in Honduras and she was
fascinated to see the ties between the
two cases."
"Basically, we were allowed to ask
one question per person," said Kraics.
"He took great time going through each
question. I thought he would answer
mine with 'yes' or 'no' but he sat down,
thought it out, and related his answer
back and forth between his experience
and current politics. That was very
useful because we weren't alive during
his fight. He also used a lot of metaphors
and was very wellspoken."
Kraics recalled that he talked about
his life, before, during, and after
Pinochet was in power. He used the
analogy of a police car, explaining how

military for aiding the people and
coming to the realization that they have
to support the people and not act as a
tool of the dictator. He also compared
that to his experience in Chile. I thought
that was very powerful."
Kraics highlighted one of his
favorite quotes by Lagos.
"One of my favorite things he
said was, 'we defeated Pinochet
with paper and a pen.' This was him
acknowledging that he did not have
to use violence, and that he could go
through the democratic process to get
[Pinochet] out," said Kraics.
"I thought he was very engaging. I
cannot say enough good things about
the experience," Kraics added.
The experience was particularly
beneficial for Ladd, who is currently
completing research on transitional
justice in Tunisia that she hopes will be
published. She was able to ask Lagos
about his opinion on whether the
international community should have
any influence over the occurrences in
domestic courts.
"His response was that he likes the
international criminal court, he approves

of its advancement in politics and the
like," said Ladd. "He also said that no
one is above the law and some things
deserve to be within domestic courts."
Ladd explained the significance of
person-to-person interaction to her
research efforts.
"Any time you are able to meet
someone who can explain how
something happened, it is much
more valuable than learning it from a
textbook," said Ladd. "Textbooks speak
to you in different ways. Textbooks
allow you to gather data and form
your opinion later on. When you meet
someone, sit down and talk, they tell
you a story... Storytelling is one of
the most important ways of gaining
historical evidence and is not something
you can gain from a textbook."
Kraics expounded upon how the
experience furthered his exposure to
figures in the international realm.
"It was an unprecedented experience
for Providence College students because
I don't think we've had that type of
international exposure on campus,
and just to go across town and meet
someone who was such an amazing
figure in Latin American politics was for me - profound," said Kraics.
Pugh sees the meeting with Lagos
as a prime example of what can be
accomplished when academic institutions
work together, and encourages the
students to be aware of all opportunities
in the general vicinity.
"I see this as an example of a
collaborative effort between various
colleges," said Pugh. "Providence has
a lot of universities, and they form
a broader intellectual community
that I would like to see students take
advantage of. We should be using all
the available resources."

SCHOLAR: BetGeorge Headed For Bulgaria
Continued from front page

really fun. She was one of less then
10 students from Providence College
to study abroad outside of western
Europe her junior year, and initially
she experienced a culture shock. She
described Tunisia as a very western
and secular society, which is unique
among Middle Eastern states. She said
the people there were very tolerant
and worldly.
BetGeorge spoke "quite a bit of
French" before leaving the United
States, but she also took a month-long
course in Arabic in order to familiarize
herself with the Tunisian dialect
before beginning her formal studies in
Tunisia. She said that she picked up the
Tunisian dialect of Arabic quickly by
speaking French with native speakers,
but that learning her third language
through her second language (French)
was "weird" and "crazy."
While in Tunisia, BetGeorge studied
at the School of International Training
(SIT), a program that completely
immerses students into Tunisian culture.
After she completed the program, she
realized that she did not want to leave
Tunisia, and that the most legitimate
way to stay in the country was to find a
job in Tunisia over the summer.
She
contacted
the
president
of Amideast, a non-governmental
organization that seeks to foster good
relations between the United States
and the Middle East through teaching
the English language and other
educational programs, and asked for
an internship. As a result, she was able
to return to Tunisia for three months
this past summer. She received an
internship in the advising and testing
department of Amideast and was put in
charge of an orientation-type program
for Tunisian students studying in
American high schools. BetGeorge
explained that Amideast consists of
two components: a more commercial

school of English lessons for those who
could afford them, and a charitable
program that teaches English to gifted
students who cannot afford lessons.
Amideast also runs the Fulbright
Program for a high school student
exchange between students from
the United States and Tunisia.
BetGeorge's position in the advising
and testing department consisted of
running the United States exchange
program.
She
ran
orientation
programs
to
prepare
Tunisian
students for the culture shock they
were sure to experience in United
States. She befriended the students in
the program quickly.
BetGeorge said that she was
stunned by the amazing role that the
English language played in the lives of
the Tunisian students who had gone
to the United States. The alumni of the
program were able to apply to really
prestigious schools in both the United
States and in western Europe that
they otherwise would not have been
able to attend. BetGeorge said that it
was "really inspiring to see how far
knowing this language called English
brought them."
BetGeorge also had to help Tunisian
students apply to master's degree
programs in the United States through
foreign student Fulbright grants. She
described this experience as scary,
because the decision of one woman
working for Amideast would decide if
that student would receive a Fulbright
grant to come to the United States.
BetGeorge said that it was interesting
to work with students on their essays,
saying that she often wondered if she
was qualified to help these students
with such important applications as
just a summer intern.
As her summer wound down,
BetGeorge began to think about what
she could do next summer. She initially
thought about coming back to Tunisia
to teach English. She also considered

applying for a Fulbright herself. She
described the application experience
as "just [throwing] together some
essays" and getting recommendation
letters. She said the whole process
was very last minute and that she
had "a lot of luck." She credits her
great recommendation letters for her
acceptance to the program, specifically
citing Dr. John B. Margenot, professor
of Spanish, as a voice of reason during
the application process.
BetGeorge's acceptance into the
English
Teaching
Assistantship
program means she will travel to
Shumen, Bulgaria, and teach English
in a foreign-language high school.
Although she initially applied for a
program in Malta, she was placed in
Bulgaria. She also plans to conduct
research regarding relations between
the Roma population and the police
in Bulgarian society, or run an after
school program in English to promote

the use of English among students at
the school where she will be teaching.
BetGeorge does not speak Bulgarian,
nor does she know how to read Cyrillic
characters, but she said that the office
in Bulgaria runs a program in August
to instruct Fulbright award recipients
about the language and culture of
Bulgaria. BetGeorge noted that the
program was optional, but that she
will probably end up going in order to
lessen the dramatic cultural change.
This summer, BetGeorge plans to
return to Tunisia in order to be in
Tunis for the general election and to
visit people she met while studying
and working in the country. She
describes Tunisia as a "special
country very close to my heart,"
and is interested to see how the
elections will go. After the elections
conclude, she plans on going to
Bulgaria to begin her work with the
Fulbright program.
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EXTRA SPACE STORAGE
OF PAWTUCKET
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SUPER-ADVANCED STORAGE
MADE SUPER EASY
When you want to store your belongings in an ultra

201 Concord St
Pawtucket, Rl 02860
(401)724-1333

EXTRA SPACE STORAGE
OF CRANSTON

friendly, worry-free environment, Extra Space Storage®

604 Park Ave

is the industry leader. We’re raising the standards of

Cranston, Rl 02910

self storage with clean, green facilities and hi-tech

(401) 461-1680

operations. Come see why more and more customers
are picking us as the safe and easy choice.

YOUR EXPERIENCE INCLUDES:

> Climate and non-climate controlled units

State-of-the-art security

Wide drive-aisles
Professional onsite management

> Free moving truck

RESERVE ONLINE ATWWW.EXTRASPACE.COM
OR CALL 1-888-STORAGE!
'Offer is based on unit availability on new rentals by new customers only. This offer is only valid with presentation of this coupon upon rental. Offer excludes
applicable administration and insurance fees. Not valid withany discount offers. Offer has no cash value. Features va-y by location. Void where prohibited.

See manager for details. ©2011 Extra Space Storage LLC. Coupon Code; STUDENT Offer expires 5/31/11.
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Peopleever.com
Your Social Network
OFFERING:
o Photos, Music, Sports, Entertainment, Horoscope
o Public and Private Chats, Video Chat
o Create your own Forums and Blogs
o Breaking News, Economy, Clubs and Bars

Peopleever.com is m social network.
Join NOW. It’s Free.
Everyone whojoins NOW until April 28 could have a chance to win $100.W
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PC Summer
Storage Specials

EARN 3 CREDITS HERE
MARIST ONLINE SUMMER COURSES ALLOW
STUDENTS TO EARN COLLEGE CREDITS ANYWHERE

EXCLUSIVE! Special Summer Storage Packages for PC Students
Storage for the entire summer

$190

• 5x5
-1 Person

special

• 5x10

$250

- 1-2 People

SPECIAL

• 10x10 $400
- Up to 4 people

SPECIAL

• Dorm. Pickup & Delivery
Services Available
• Longer Term Discounts
also Available
• Packing Supplies - Boxes,
Tape & Locks Available
• Truck, Van, Trailer Rentals

LI-HAUL

U-STOR-IT
273-7867

Cail

WWW.MARIST.EDU/SUMMER

711 Branch Ave, Providence, RI
(Just off Rt 146 at Branch Ave Exit)
www.ustoritselfstorage.com

MARIST

This Summer, enroll in

PC @ Night

www.providence.edu/summer

On-campus and Online
It’s accelerated—One-week, five-week and ten-week terms
It’s affordable—Just $891 a three-credit course
It’s flexible—Day, evening and online classes
For approved courses, visit www.providence.edu/dean

REGISTER
now!

PROVIDENCE
COLLEGE

School of Continuing Education • 401.865.2487
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Obama Speaks at Facebook Headquarters
by Ben Remillard '13
World Staff

United States
During a trip to California last
week, President Barack Obama made
appearances at two San Francisco
fundraisers, and an online, town
hall style meeting at Facebook
headquarters in Palo Alto. The first
sitting president to visit Facebook
headquarters, Obama was even
able to get the ever casual Facebook
founder, Mark Zuckerberg, to wear
a jacket and tie. Tulchin Research
pollster Ben Tulchin said that the
trip was both an effort to raise
money for President Obama's 2012
re-election campaign and to shore
up his base of young voters. "Some
of you who might've been involved
in the campaign were energized
back in 2008," Obama said, "but
are frustrated that things didn't get
done fast enough and it seems like
everyone's bickering all the time.
We can come together and solve
these problems, but I can't do it by
myself." The Examiner reports that the
meeting drew hundreds of Facebook
employees and roughly 36,000 online
attendees. The meeting concluded
with Zuckerberg presenting Obama
with a gift: a dark blue hoodie with a
Facebook logo.
The hour-long discussion touched
on issues such as the deficit, energy,
immigration, and the environment.
One participant asked how the
President aimed to balance job

COURTESY OF THE WASHINGTON EXAMINER

President Obama visited Facebook headquarters in Palo Alto in an effort to raise money for his
re-election campaign.

creation and the housing recovery,
while at the same time addressing
Washington's latest desire to lower
the national debt and to live within
the nation's means. Obama said that
it would indeed be difficult to create
new jobs while trying to lower the
debt, saying that, "If we don't have
a serious plan to tackle the debt and
the deficit, that could actually end up
being a bigger drag on the economy
than anything else."
While the economy has bounced
back since Obama first took office,
unemployment rates continue to hover
at close to nine percent. His current
plan would attempt to cut spending
by $4 trillion over the next 12 years.

Pope Addresses
Contemporary Issues

Fox News reports that meanwhile,
House Republicans recently passed
a plan that will attempt to cut nearly
$6 trillion from the $14.3 trillion debt,
in part by overhauling Medicare and
Medicaid.
Alan Viard, an economist at the
American Enterprise Institute, said
that it is possible for the president
to reduce the nation's debt, while
simultaneously creating jobs that
would drive the unemployment rate
back to pre-recession levels. "On
the deficit front, we have to have a
bipartisan agreement," Viard said.
"As a starting point, I like Ryan's
plan (the Republican's plan) better
than Obama's plan."
However,

the Republican plan has received
criticism from some politicians. Fox
News reports that Alan Houseman,
executive director of the Center
for Law and Social Policy and an
advocate for low-income families,
criticized the GOP plan for cutting
domestic programs. "Many workers,
especially those with the least skills
and education, have lost jobs that will
not return even when the economy
begins creating more jobs." He
argued that, "Full employment and
poverty reduction are the best deficit
reduction strategies."
The Facebook gathering did
not come without some dispute.
Republican Congressman Jeff Landry
of Louisiana noted that rather than
visit the Gulf Coast on the one
year anniversary of the Deepwater
Horizon spill, President Obama
was visiting Facebook headquarters
and raising funds for his re-election
campaign. The freshman lawmaker
said that, "It infuriates me that
the same man who committed 'to
stand with (us) until (we) have fully
recovered from the damage that has
been done' did not spend yesterday
in mourning with the residents of the
Gulf Coast." Stressing that the effects
of the spill last year have not been
completely cleared up, Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator
Lisa Jackson, who was in the region
for the anniversary, told CNN that an
environmental "Armageddon" had
been averted: "We need several years
of data to ensure there is no collapse
of any part of the ecosystem."

WORLD NEWS

by Rebecca Larrivee '13
World Staff

U

Vatican City
Typically, questions for the Pope would be forwarded through the Vatican
bureaucracy and would seldom find their way to the Pontiff. However, the Pope
decided to address and change this recently. Pope Benedict XVI addressed seven
questions, preselected out of thousands sent, on a prerecorded program that was
then "broadcasted] on the Italian Rai channel on Good Friday afternoon" according
to The New York Times. One of the main themes that was echoed concerned how
people, particularly Catholics, should deal with suffering in their day to day lives.
Questions came from all corners of the world and from many different age groups
and religious backgrounds. One of the more prominent questions came from a
seven-year-old girl from Japan, who asked about "why people should be afraid."
Another regarded the existence of a soul in a comatose patient. According to The
New York Times, "a Muslim woman in the Ivory Coast asked about how to cope with
the conflict in her country."
The questions spurred an increase in attention to the importance of religious
dialogue, particularly between Christians and Muslims. Since the Second Vatican
Council, there has been an increased effort on the part of the Church to stimulate
serious discussion with those of the Muslim faith in an effort to increase tolerance.
One question in particular shed further light on the need to increase and maintain
that dialogue. The question came from a Christian who currently resides in Iraq, a
predominantly Muslim country. The writer asked the Pope to encourage Christians
to cease fleeing the country.
The taping aired at three in the afternoon local time, the time of the traditional
death of Christ. The format of the question and answer session was a split screen so
that viewers could see both the asker of the question as well as the Pontiff. Those
who posed the questions were filmed on location.
Although it may seem as if the Vatican is behind the times, it is the first time that
a Pope has sat down and answered direct questions in a public setting. Traditionally,
questions are posed by reporters during travel periods. Some criticize the Vatican for
the format of the program, however, and believe that the program would have been
slightly more convincing to the public if the program had been aired live. Critics
also believe that the format allowed the Pontiff from answering the "tough questions
about the Church, particularly concerning the ever present sex scandal." Although
the program may have appeared to be formatted and scripted, it allowed the Pontiff
to be more directly connected with the approximately 1.2 billion Catholics around
the world. Catholics believe this to be a step in the right direction and believe that
this cooperation is a promising sign of the Vatican's new approach to the media. *

Obama’s Birth Certificate
The White House released copies of Obama's original longform birth certificate, ending rumors that he was born abroad
and illegible to occupy the office of President. PDF copies are
available at cnn.com.

Federal Reserve
Bernanke announced Wednesday that the Fed will continue
stimulating the economy despite anxiety over inflation. This is
following the ECB’s decision to cut interest rates in an attempt to
slow inflation.

The Vatican
Former Pope John Paul II is to be beatified this Sunday.
Beatification is the final step before sainthood. John Paul II played
a central role in the downfall of communism and the extension of
Vatican II conclusions.

North Korea
Jimmy Carter and three other former world leaders, known as
“the elders” will meet North Korean officials in an attempt to
reestablish relations between North and South Korea.
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Antarctic Ozone Hole Affects Weather
Conditions in the Southern Hemisphere
by Katie Davenport '14
World Staff

Australia
According to BBC, the hole in the
ozone layer over Antarctica is affecting
weather conditions across the entire
Southern Hemisphere, including the
tropics, and the changes are especially
evident in Australia. Sarah Kang, a
leading Columbia University scientist
behind the recent ozone hole study,
explains that "the ozone hole results in
a southward shift of the high-latitude
circulation—and the whole tropical
circulation shifts southward too."
Rainfall has moved south along
with the winds towards the pole. Thus,
Australia's recent increased rainfall
is attributable to the ozone hole.
BBC explains that on average, areas
experienced a 10 percent increase in
rainfall, while Australia experienced a
torrential 35 percent. Ozone researcher
and atmospheric physicist Markus
Rex further stated that the ozone hole
has also led to higher wind speeds in
southern latitudes, which resulted in
increased storm intensity.
Scientists calculated atmospheric
changes produced by creating a
climate model, and then the scientists
compared that data with observations
from the past few decades. Climate
models use quantitative techniques to
simulate the interactions of the oceans,
land surface, ice, and atmosphere. The
models are used to study the dynamics
of the climate system. The close relation
between the climate model and past
observations led scientists to conclude
that the hole in the Antarctic zone was
a likely cause of the changes in wind

COURTESY OF FLICKR

Ozone depletion is one of the key factors in changing climate conditions along with global
warming from greenhouse gasses.

patterns and rainfall.
The ozone is a thin layer that helps
life on Earth by blocking the sun's
harmful ultraviolet rays that can cause
serious medical conditions like skin
cancer. BBC reports that the protective
layer was damaged and the Antarctic
ozone hole was then discovered in the
mid-1980s. The ozone depletion began
when industrial chemicals floated
into the upper atmosphere, called the
stratosphere, and caused chemical
reactions to transpire. The chemicals
came from substances such as
chlorofluorocarbons and their relatives,
which are used in air conditioning,
aerosol cans, and refrigeration.
CNN states that the Montreal
Protocol, an international treaty aimed
at protecting the ozone layer, was

issued in 1989, significantly limiting
emissions of the destructive substances
and halting ozone depletion. However,
the chemicals linger for decades in the
atmosphere, so their effects are still
being felt today. In 2000, according
to CNN, NASA satellites observed
that the hole in the Antarctic ozone
layer was a record 11.5 million square
miles. Ten years later, the hole in
the ozone layer was reduced to 8.5
million square miles. Many scientists
therefore expect that the ozone layer
will repair itself completely by the
middle of this century.
Although
ozone
scientists
acknowledge that ozone depletion is
definitely one key factor in changing
climate conditions, scientists also
recognize that there are other reasons.

Global warming from greenhouse
gas emissions is undoubtedly a factor
in changing precipitation patterns.
In addition, natural climate cycles
are vital aspects to consider, because
different rainfall
patterns were
reported in the age before global
warming and ozone depletion.
Many people typically blame global
warming as the sole cause for all the
changes in weather patterns, but after
the recent ozone hole data, people
should no longer be so quick to make
conclusions. Instead, people should
consider all environmental factors at
the same time.
"It's very important to unpack
them all rather than assuming that
any impact we see is down simply to
greenhouse gas-mediated warming,"
suggests Myles Allen, a professor
at Oxford University and a leading
climate modeler.
Moreover, the ozone study is
significant for the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
According to CNN, the IPCC did
not even mention the ozone hole
in their last summary for policy
makers. The Antarctic ozone hole
plays an essential role in the climate
system because it has major and farreaching effects as shown through
Australia's increased rainfall. Also,
the weather is an extremely powerful
force because it can either positively
or negatively affect the world. One
change in the weather can cause
another, setting off a cause-andeffect cycle. If ozone depletion can
influence something that powerful,
then the IPCC and others need to pay
more attention to the ozone in order
to maintain awareness.

Challenges to Prayer
by Lynnzie Marinaccio '13
World Staff

United States
For as long as the United States has been established as a nation, the concept
of national prayer has been invoked by the leaders of American government. As
early as the Continental Congress in 1775, the government has called people to
prayer over challenging new experiences, difficult times, or simply a general need
for reflection. However, this idea of national prayer goes beyond just the casual call
of a president attempting to unite a country in religious contemplation.
Ever since the 1950s, actual congressional laws have Deen passed on the subject,
making the National Day of Prayer a federally recognized day in the United States.
In April 1952, a bill was passed that gave the president the right to designate one
day each year as the National Day of Prayer. The first of these days was observed
under President Truman that same year. More than 30 years later, in May 1988,
another law was passed under President Reagan that named the first Thursday in
May as the official Day of Prayer. The 2011 National Day of Prayer is set for May 5.
However, in a country that actively proclaims freedom of religion and the
separation of church and state, there is opposition to the recognition of a federally
initiated, religiously significant observance. Leading this opposition is the Freedom
from Religion Foundation - a group of over 16,400 atheists, agnostics, and skeptics
who aim to educate the country about non-theism and to protest and take on cases
that violate the separation of church and state.
The Foundation has won numerous lawsuits regarding violations of the first
amendment, federal funding of religious institutions, religious monuments in
public places, religious education in public school systems, and many other related
issues. Most notably, in 2008, the Foundation sued President Bush, later amended
to President Obama, as well as various state governors who have also enacted days
of prayer, for proclaiming a National Day of Prayer, on the basis that such laws
violate the principle of the separation of church and state. In April 2010, senior
federal District Judge Barbara Crabb ruled that the National Day of Prayer is
unconstitutional, and the government does not have the right to declare such a day.
However, President Obama appealed the decision of Judge Crabb. In April 2011,
the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals threw the lawsuit out of court, claiming that
the case lacked standing. The Foundation filed for a rehearing and is still confident
that they have a strong case. The co-president of the Foundation, Annie Laurie
Gaylor, was quoted as saying that the court's ruling was "cowardly" and is still
determined to fight this legal battle.
Among other cases, the Foundation began another lawsuit in March 2010
against Arizona Governor Janice K. Brewer for announcing an Arizona Day of
Prayer. Brewer has declared that May 5 will be Arizona's Day of Prayer, following
the date previously determined by the federal government. Governor Brewer plans
to fight this lawsuit and is hoping that this case will also be thrown out of court.

► After failing to pass same-sex marriage legislation in Rhode
Island, the openly gay House Speaker Gordon Fox decided to

back civil unions. Fox said that “there is no realistic chance for
passage of the bill in the Senate,” according to Phe Providence
Journal.
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► Governor Chafee announced that he will reconsider his
decision to impose a sales tax on domestic heating oil and
manufacturing equipment. He claimed it plays a huge role in

the new budget proposal as it will dramatically raise revenue.
► Robert S. Ciresi, the former Town Solicitor, was found guilty
of corruption charges. In exchange for favorable zoning laws to

allow construction of a supermarket and condo, Ciresi solicited
bribes to state officials.
► Adjutant Gen. Robert T. Bray announced his resignation

on Wednesday. No reason was given for the resignation and
no successor was named. Governor Chafee accepted the
resignation, which will be effective June 30.
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This Week In Historv
By Arman Oganisian '13, World Editor

!es for the first

April 23,1564 - William Shakespeare is bo

April 24,1916 - The Irish Republican Brotherhood laun
Rebellion, an anneduprising against British n

Easter

April 25,1983 - The USSR releases Airdrop^ letter to
Samantha Smith, asking her to visit the Soviet Union. Aftei
becomes an international peace ambassador
April 26,1954 - The Salk polio vaccine field trials begin
succeed, becoming a standard part of childhood imm
April 27,1521 - Magellan was killed in the Philippines ij
circumnavigate the globe/
1

April 28,1954 - Benito Mussolini is executed by Italian t
attempts to flee to Switzerland.
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India Successfully Early Voting in Canadian
Launches Satellites
General Elections
by Molly Driessen '12
World Staff

India
On April 20,2011, the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) successfully
launched three satellites that traveled 500 miles above Earth. The satellites were
launched with cryogenic engines, which burn hydrogen in the presence of
oxygen so that liquid, and not gas, exits due to low temperatures. The purpose of
these satellites is to increase stellar, atmospheric, and natural resource studies.
Previously on Dec. 25, 2010, India had a failed satellite launch, where one of
the space rockets exploded shortly after taking off. The satellite took off from its
base at the Shriharikota Space Center, outside the city of Chennai. Researchers
noted that the initial take off was normal, but that in gaining speed and height
the satellite developed an altitude error that caused its explosion. The launch
was part of India's campaign to compete in the growing commercial satellite
launch market.
India is likely to play an important role in the next century's space research, as
it is planning on several missions, including a mission to Mars in 2030. According
to the BBC, the country had hoped to send a mission to space by 2016, which
was again confirmed this spring. The Indian Space Research Organization is still
collaborating on preparations for this space mission. The organization is working
on two different potential launches, one which will be the Moon mission, and
the other, which is still unnamed, will be a prequel to the 2016 mission. The
ISRO has already received approval from Delhi, as they have begun creating
the training facility for the astronauts of the 2016 mission. This mission alone
will cost 124 billion rupees, which is the equivalent of over two billion dollars.
This will prove to be another challenge to the country, as the launches are very
expensive and will increase its payloads.
While the satellite launch in December failed, India had seen successful
launches in the past, including in September 2010, when the country launched
seven satellites. These seven satellites were launched in order to help identify
fishing zones and weather patterns based on the ocean's temperatures and
nature. Besides launching its own satellites, the country has put other satellites
into motion, including ones from Germany, Italy, and Switzerland. The ISRO
is looking to be less dependent on foreign space agencies, as they continue to
develop their 46-year-old space program.
The ISRO has two major satellite systems: the Indian National Satellite,
which focuses on communication, and the other, Indian Remote Sensing,
which focuses on managing natural resources. The goals of these satellite
systems are to increase the country's self-reliance, develop better television
broadcasts, telecommunications, study meteorological applications, and
enhance the management of natural resources. According to the ISRO's Web
site, Indian Space Research Organization: Space Technology In The Service Of Human
Kind, Dr. Vikram Sarabhal, the "father of the Indian Space Programme," wrote:
"We do not have the fantasy of competing with the economically advanced
nations in the exploration of the moon or the planets or manned space-flight.
But we are convinced that if we are to play a meaningful role nationally and
in the community of nations, we must be second to none in the application of
advanced technologies of the real problems."

•
•
•

by Bill Pursell '11
World Staff _________
___________________

Canada

______________ __ _________

In Canada, the early general election polls opened up Friday, April 22, Saturday,
• April 23, and Monday, April 25. Early voting, or advance voting, is the process by
• which electors can vote on a single or series of days prior to an election. Early voting
• can take place remotely, such as by mail, or in person, usually in designated early
vote polling stations. The availability and time periods for early voting vary based
• on jurisdiction and the type of election. The goal of early voting is usually to increase
• participation and relieve congestion of polling stations on the election day.
•
The reason an advance poll is held in some elections is to allow participation by
• voters who may not be able to vote on the set election days. This may include people
• who will be out of the polling area during the election period, poll workers, campaign
• workers, and people with medical procedures scheduled for that time, among others.
•
The most recent polls have suggested that Prime Minister Stephen Harper's
B Conservative Party holds a wide lead over his political rivals. In fact, a Nanos Research
• survey of 1,000 people has shown that the Conservative party holds an 11 percent lead
• over the Liberals, and a 14 percent lead over the Democratic Party.
•
Mr. Harper's minority government was forced into an election after a non• confidence vote in parliament. In Canada's Westminster parliamentary style, a
• majority is not required to form a government. Minority governments are the result
• when no party has the majority in the legislature, so the party with the plurality, or
• the highest number of votes, must form government. Normally, in a parliamentary
• system, the people do not directly choose the prime minister, but let the majority party
• do so. Another element of a minority party is that it must rely on another party to
• form a government, so it is generally less stable.
•
The vote of non-confidence came after Mr. Harper's government was found to be
• in contempt of parliament because of its failure to disclose the full costs of anti-crime
• programs, corporate tax cuts, and plans to purchase stealth fighter jets from the U.S.,
• according to the BBC.
•
The economy is clearly the number one issue in this vote. Mr. Harper and his
• Conservative party have assured Canadian voters that the Liberal Party, led by
• Michael Ignatieff, cannot be trusted to handle the economy, according to the BBC.
•
Eventually, following the United States, Canada's economy went into a severe
, recession in 2008. Consequently, the country recorded its first-ever fiscal deficit in 2009,
• according to Economy Watch. Canada's conservative lending practices have, however,
• enabled its banking segment to recover fast and emerge stronger from the global
• financial crisis lending credit to Mr. Harper's claims.
•
Mr. Ignatieff has remained on point with the non-confident vote. He has accused
• Mr. Harper of deceit, and also says that Canadians have no confidence in his ability to
• look after the nation's finances.
•
More than 4,000 advance polling facilities are expected to be active across Canada
• for the early polling. It is expected that record numbers of Canadians will be voting in
• this election.
•
The Canadian Conservative party is close to winning a majority, which would be
e about 40 percent of the vote of the 308 seats in the House of Commons. Winning a
• majority is also possible if the gap between the front-runners is more than 10 percentage
• points, something that Mr. Harper's party is projected to get, according to BBC.
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Friar Finance 101
By Andrew Gellert ’13,

Asst. World Editor

Slow Summer, Housing to Remain Weak
High temperatures
will keep
Americans sluggish and languid this
summer, but the low prices in the
housing sector will ensure that the
national economy will also suffer
from malaise. Home prices are still
hovering around their recession levels,
and existing home sales are stagnant,
creating a buyer's market with no
buyers. Although consumer confidence
ticked upward this month, according
to The Wall Street Journal, anemic
GDP growth in recent quarters, plus
persistent unemployment, precludes
a strong summer recovery for the
American economy.
Housing is a huge drag on the
economy, but looming inflation may
also harm any chance that the U.S. has
to shake off the after-effects of the 2008
financial crisis. The Federal Reserve
has not announced any plans to raise
rates from their current low point of
.25 percent. Food and fuel have already
begun to increase in price. Gold and
silver are also experiencing price
spikes; investors fear future inflation
and are moving their liquid assets
into solid metals. The fear of inflation
can be nearly as harmful as inflation
itself, because borrowers and lenders
both incorporate inflation predictions
into negotiations for interest rates. This
means that inflationary expectations
can distort the market, especially when
those expectations turn out to be wrong.

Ben Bernanke and the Fed are
confident in their choice to keep rates
low. Friar Finance does not anticipate
any change in Fed policy this summer.
An increasing money supply and
turmoil in the Middle East will lead to
further inflation in food prices. Crude
oil's price level will stay high, but the
days of rapid price increases are over, at
least for now.
In terms of GDP growth, Friar Finance
expects a real growth rate of above 1
percent but below 3.5 percent through
the second and third quarters of 2011.
Recovery will be slow, but positive.
Depending on government policy,
fiscal spending may or may not add to
GDP. Expansionary monetary policy
will stimulate demand but may erode
investment positions due to inflation.
Low rates and slack in consumer
spending means much of GDP growth
will come from consumption and
exports, not investment.
Unemployment will not improve to
pre-crisis levels during the summer.
Structural mismatches, outsourcing,
and weak demand will conspire to
make hiring Americans a poor decision
for most businesses, although some
corporations may expand in foreign
production bases. Even if these factors
diminish, it will take significant time
for unemployment to drop back down
to its traditional natural rate of about
four percent. Unemployment hovers

around 8.8 percent now, but the true
rate is likely higher, due to discouraged
workers who stop looking for work
and therefore are not counted as
unemployed. If hiring resumes, these
citizens will start seeking jobs again,
which means the labor market will
need even more time to clear. Friar
Finance predicts unemployment will
remain above seven percent during
the summer.
Weak GDP growth, inflation,
and persistent unemployment mean
consumer
sentiment will
drop.
Although it has been increasing since
the recession ended, frustration at
the lack of true recovery will annoy
citizens. Friar Finance would not be
surprised if the consumer confidence
index reversed its upward trend and
fell below 60 by fall.
While it might look grim, keep in
mind that most of these predictions
would still signal improvement.
Recovery is slow and painful, but far
better than decline. Summer will be
slow, but when the economy finally
stabilizes in a solid growth cycle,
prosperity will return. Stay alert for a
municipal-bond bubble and political
turbulence, but be prepared for a
possible upswing in tech and retail.
Until next fall, make good investment
decisions. Friar Finance will be back
to bring you up to speed on political
economy and our nation's future.

COURTESY OF WOROPRESS

Ben Bernanke is committed to keeping rates
low in order to stimulate the economy.

Consumer Tastes and Dema
By: Arman Oganlsian ’13, World Editor

Consumer tastes play an important role in everyday life. This is mainly because consumer
tastes shift demand and, therefore, affect prices. Maximizing consumer surplus requires
sharp consumers to predict future shifts in consumer taste in order to Slav ahead of the crowd.
For example, the bookstore declared a major bshirt sale about halfway through fall semester
(something similar to buy one shirt and get the other 50 percent oft). The reason is simple.
As the weather gets colder, consumer tastes increase the demand for warmer clothing, like
sweatshirts and coals, and lower demand for summer clothing, including t-shirts. The price of
t-shirts is driven down by this shift in consumer taste as demand decreases and the bookstore
desperately tries to empty its inventories. That is the time to buy. A particularly shrewd
consumer buys summer college apparel in the winter and vice versa. Assutning the buyer’s
reservation price (the maximum price a buyer is willing to pay) holds, the consumer surplus
will increase as the actual price paid is lower in the fall
The same idea holds true for sellers, as shown by book sales on amajton.com. A textbook
seller should always make sure to update book listings during early summer and winter
breaks, That Is when demand, and therefore price, for next semester textbooks is highest. 1 he
overall benefit Is larger if the seller waits for demand, and actual price, to increase. Particularly
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by Arman Oganisian '13, World Editor
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ABOVE:

The PC Jazz-Funk Ensemble, directed by John Allmark, performed
in McPhail's on Tuesday, April 27th.

ABOVE:

Dr. Woods
by Derek Knox '11

SAADIA AH MAD ’14/ TH E COWL

Dancing duo Andrea DePauw '13 and Hollywood from Security
are awarded first placce in the "Dancing with Our Stars" hosted by
Campus Ministery's Social Justice Advocacy group.

Dr. Woods by Derek Knox '11

Compiled by
Billy Nawrocki '12 &
Saadia Ahmad '14

"Trump relentlessly trying to stump Obama."

by Bridget Reed '12

Commentary ,
April 28, 2011

Where Will You Be Friday
Morning?
Why Does the Royal Wedding Mean So Much When the Monarchy is Non-Existent?
by Jenn DiPirro '12
Commentary Editor
SOCIETY

Every little girl has a vision
of her dream wedding. Friends,
family, flowers, a pristine cake, a
sunset on the beach, a gazebo, the
perfect Vera Wang gown, a Rolls
Royce limousine pimped out
by Xzibit, a square cut Tiffany
diamond, and a partridge in a
pear tree. Did I mention that this
would involve my mother selling
her liver on the black market and
my father having a heart attack
over the checkbook?
Now, are we ready to talk
like grown-ups?
My cousin
Elizabeth, God bless her, got
engaged shortly after Christmas.
Her father told her that he would
fund a small wedding and put
other funds toward her and her
fiance's first home. Lis refused
the offer and demanded a huge
wedding. Now, I can understand
the need to fulfill this childhood
dream; I fully intend to have
a ginormous Mafioso wedding
myself. But do you realize how
expensive a house is? Especially
when she just got out of graduate
school and she and her fiance are
living in a tiny apartment, but to
each his own. I may have found a
clever way to get both the Barbie
dream house and the wedding
straight out of The Godfather.
Love you, Dad!
The thing that I am trying to
wrap my head around is the need
to enter into this tradition. My

Photo courtesy of fanpop.com

cousin Lis is not the traditional
type in any way. She is actually
a far-left, feminist social worker.
I totally was not picturing her
as someone who would require
a huge wedding, but I will
certainly be there on March 30,
2012, with bells on, ready to hit
the open bar!
So, why the huge fuss over a
wedding?
I'll tell you exactly
why.
It all started with the
British monarchy. Every woman

in our mother's generation woke
up at 5 a.m. to watch Princess
Diana enter into the royal family
by taking Prince Charles' hand
in marriage 30 years ago. They
laughed and they cried with the
joy of all the glitz and glamour.
They pined for her dress, her
make-up, and her hair. She was
living every little girl's dream:
marrying a prince.
So here we are in modern
times doing it all over, but this

time with pre-nups and Perez
Hilton. It is time for Diana and
Charles' son, William, the heir to
the throne, to marry his beautiful
girlfriend, Kate Middleton. She
reminds me of a British Jackie
O., and I am just completely
enthralled by her. Maybe it's not
even her; perhaps it is the royal
shindig she is throwing or the
paparazzi phenomenon that her
life has become that truly captures
my attention.
I don't know about you but I
am also intrigued by the rumors
of Beyonce and Jay-Z performing
and, of course, the outrageous
guest list excluding the Obamas!
Drama!
The amount of money
being spent on April 29, 2011,
by the Middletons and the royal
family would be enough to
probably feed all of Africa. I love
weddings as much as the next
person, and I am certainly going
to wake up at 5 a.m. on Friday to
watch it, but this is obscene.
Why is it obscene?
All of
this nonsense is for one day!
That's what I don't get about
weddings. Mine is totally going
to be a destination wedding for
that reason. It is also ridiculous
because the monarchy is dead.
The
Queen
doesn't
actually
do anything, and she hasn't in
probably 100 years. Why should
we care about these people? We
care because they are glamorous
and lead lives we could never
dream of. That is why I will be
waking up at the crack of dawn to
be a witness to this historical and
colossal event.
See you there.
Bring the mimosas!

Easter, Keeping it Real
by Matt Santos '14
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY

Let's start with a really quick
word association. I say Christmas.
You say chestnuts roasting on an
open fire, Jack Frost nipping at
your nose, some creepy fat guy
in a red suit named Santa leaping
down chimneys. The first thing
that comes to mind, most likely
isn't a baby in a manger, the birth
of Christ, or something about
three kings. Let's try again: I say
Easter. Maybe you think about
the even creepier bunny leaving
children candy. But maybe you
actually
think
about family,
Easter Sunday mass, or the
resurrection. You know, what the
holiday is actually about. It seems
to me that Easter has managed to
hold on to its religious meaning

in ways that Christmas simply
has not.
My Easter Sunday was a
rather relaxing one, going to
church with the family in the
morning, and then a small lunch
with my parents, brother, and
grandparents-quite the contrast
from the house full of 30 family
members
on
Christmas
Eve

the true nature of Christmas.
What
becomes
the
main
difference between the two is the
perspective taken on them, the
chance that they can be carried
out and enjoyed in the sense for
which they were meant. With
Christmas songs coming on the
radio earlier and earlier and with
sales upon sales turning malls

MAYBE CHRISTMAS COULD BORROW
SOME OF EASTER’S LOW PROFILE.
and Christmas Day. Although I
cherish the loud conversation,
the controlled chaos, and the
bigger feel that is my family's
Christmas celebration, there is
something more enjoyable about
the smaller Easter celebration.
The holiday lacks the presents,
commercialism,
and
overlycatchy Christmas songs that
sometimes seem to detract from

into veritable UFC octagons,
the holiday is constantly under
threat of altering its main focus:
family and love. The Easter
Bunny is much less formidable,
with simple Easter egg hunts
hardly
inspiring
stampedes
which wound and even kill some
Christmas shoppers.
So, while I do not root for the
Grinch in his feature films, nor

do I want to purge the airwaves
of Rudolph or Frosty or cancel
It's a Wonderful Life, but maybe
Christmas could borrow some
of Easter's low profile. This
holiday, which centers on the
focal point of the Christian faith,
remains
somewhat
protected
from the newest toys, flashiest
gifts, and best sales of the year.
While Christmas obviously is not
incapable of inspiring a family
atmosphere and adhering to the
true nature of the holiday, it does
have several distractions which
Easter does not. Easter is not
nearly as popular a celebration
as Christmas, but should be
recognized, and is, at least, by this
guy, for its ability to focus less on
outside influences and remind us
what is really important.
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16 The Cowl

A Simple Act
of Kindness
by Kerry Vaughan '12
Commentary Staff
REFLECTION

I don't have the best track record
of staying on my feet in church
during Holy Week. Let's just say
that in my life there have been
a few Easters and Palm Sundays
where I've been that person wbo
makes a quiet scene and passes out
during Mass. (And you thought
only people over 70 did that!)
Thus, this year I thought my mild
claustrophobia coupled with my
past history would get the best
of me as I sat in a muggy church
with enough people to violate a
fire code three times over. But
alas, I made it through
the
whole
Mass
without experiencing
so much as a dizzy
spell,
saving
both
myself and my family
from an embarrassing
and all too familiar
episode
involving
fresh air, paramedics,
and cold beverages.
year,
This
while I
staying
was
busy
conscious
and
not
passing out, I learned a
little something about
what it means to be
kind. So, at the risk
of sounding entirely
cliche, I'm going to
take this opportunity
to diverge from my
usual sarcastic approach to share
with you what I learned about the
power of a simple tradition that I'd
venture to say most of you have
experienced at some point and that
is the power of Easter baskets.
For as long as I can remember,
Easter mornings have always started
with an Easter basket. And even at the
ages of 24, 20, and 16, sure enough,
this year, my sister, brother, and I
awoke to tbe same pastel-colored
baskets filled with chocolate. Now,
bear in mind, my family still takes
Christmas card pictures, so it may
be valid to assume that my mother is
in utter denial that her children have
grown up, but whatever the case, this
Easter morning was much like any
other; I ate enough chocolate to make
up for the 40 days I went without it
and enjoyed time with my family.
And looking back on it, silly as my mother's
desire to keep tradition alive may come across,
I'd like to think of it as a simple act of kindness.

Later on that morning, my
priest shared a story about his
past that really got me thinking. In
1975, his mother died just before
Easter. At her funeral, he told a
couple that the one thing he was
really going to miss was getting
an Easter basket from her every
year. He choked back on a tear and
announced to the congregation
that ever since that day, he has
received an Easter basket from the
couple who attended his mother's
funeral, not just on Easter Sunday,
but on every day of Holy Week.
As you could imagine, my priest
gets his fair share of Peeps and
Reese's eggs every April, but the
satisfaction goes beyond a sugar
rush. He called it a simple act of
kindness.
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You might be asking why I'm
sharing this story with you when
I could be providing you with
an invaluable guide to surviving
finals, making a joke out of the
royal wedding, or giving you
a glimpse of what the summer
has to offer. And to be honest, I
couldn't really answer why I'm
choosing to devote my last article
of the semester to such a little
thing. Maybe my hope is that it's
something you'll keep in the back
of your mind as you get ready to
leave PC for a few months, some
of you for good. At the end of the
day, I think it helps to remember
that it's the simple things in life,
the Easter baskets, if you will, that
keep us grounded and keep us
smiling. And sometimes, all anyone
ever really needs is to be on the other
side of a simple act of kindness.

Tangents
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Tirades

Dear PC Students. You're almost there!
Seniors—you're almost out of PC. We'll
really miss you! As for the rest of us, we're
almost done with the semester, too! It's
weird that finals are so soon after Easter
break. In fact, it's really counterintuitive to
be rejoicing when we're still not done with
the year. Let's translate Lent, Easter, and the
Easter season. On Ash Wednesday, we were
suffering through midterms. Soon after this,
we had spring break for a week. Most of
Lent, however, was about papers and stress
(practically the bulk of the semester). Holy
Week was about Jesus' way to Calvary—and
our way to the final stretch of the semester.
Lent was a period of mourning and certainly
of prolonged, serious contemplation. I don't
Photo courtesy of blue-exam-books.shoplet.com
know about you, but for me, most of what I
reflected on was how I'm ever going to write
627 papers and be sane afterwards. It's finally Easter! REJOICE! But wait, I still
have 433 papers to write and finals hanging over my head. So while I think I'm
not alone in rejoicing that we'll be eating meat again on Fridays, it seems just a
little early to rejoice that the semester is finally over and we're done with all our
work. The jubilation of Easter doesn't quite work out with the end of the semester.
But anyway, Happy Easter—and Happy Studying/Writing/Pulling All-Nighters.
Good luck, everybody—I have faith that we can make it through this final stretch.
Okay. I've gotta go finish one of those papers now. — Beatriz Forster '14

Sophomore Year, Remarkably Unremarkable. "Whirlwind" - it's really the only word
I can think of to describe the sudden rush of studies, friends, and independence that
was this past school year. To think we've reached the end of yet another year at PC is
both exciting and nerve-wracking, no matter what class you're in (See seniors? You're
not alone!). But as the end of my sophomore year crept up on me, and with that, the mid
college crisis (WHAT am I doing with my life?!), I found myself wondering what the
significance of the second year of college is. Certainly it wasn't quite like freshman yearbeing thrown into an entirely new environment is quite a unique experience. It doesn't
exactly have the "oh-crap-gotta-figure-out-my-future" rush of junior year (or JRW for
that matter), nor the nostalgia of senior year. But there has to be something remarkable
about sophomore year-I did not just spend a year slaving over textbooks to define it as
the 'sophomore slump.' And then, it hit me: It's the discovery year. Maybe most of us still
have to figure out what we want to do with our lives (if you're anything like me, you've
changed your major three times already), but there's more to life than the careers we hold
or the grad schools we attend. Life is about defining ourselves, and that's what I think
sophomore year is all about. It's the year you stop worrying about what people think
about you, and you start pursuing what you love, not what your friends love. Ifs the year
you find "the you" that is going to set you on the course of your own life. And that, in
itself, is extraordinary. Wise fools? I think not. — Emily Corr '13

Upon Being Approached by a Prophet... Ahaggard, middle-aged man approached
me recently at Kennedy Plaza. Typically, this man's appearance would make me
turn the other way. It would force me to ignore the human standing before me
and run from the person I assumed he was. But he stopped me dead in my tracks,
and I couldn't help but examine this man. Exasperated in spirit, the serenity
in his smile and the depth of his piercing blue eyes immediately calmed me. It
was clearly evident that he was an impoverished man, yet he exuded an aura of
happiness bright enough to illuminate the night sky. He finally approached me.
I smiled back, and he returned the gesture by reciting a quote. He said, "When
we take one step toward God, He takes seven steps toward us. Stay in peace." I
said nothing. Simultaneously, my cell phone began to vibrate in my bag, and I
chose to dig for it instead of continuing to acknowledge this'Mysterious man. But
when I looked up, he was gone. I still cannot make sense of why he recited this to
me, or why I was approached out of the dozens of people at the plaza, but what
I do know is that if you are open, you will learn. And what I took away from this
encounter is that our perceptive ability to assess a scenario bears its limits. Our
happiness is a consequence of personal effort. We have to participate relentlessly
in the manifestations of our own blessings. — Genevieve Ilg '14
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The Commentary Staff
would like to wish
everyone a safe and
happy summer!
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Learning Beyond
the Classroom

Cool on Facebook,
Lonely in Reality

grow and where you want to be in the
future. We may not see eye-to-eye with
our friends on all of the things that we
choose to be involved with, and even
though it can feel heartbreaking to lose
those friendships, it will ultimately
make you stronger to see those who
you feel compatible with. We are truly
exposed to each other in our moments
of happiness, sadness, stress, and
intoxication, and there is almost no
way to hide who we truly are. Getting
to the end of sophomore year and
beyond means finding those moments
and growing from them, and seeing
where your priorities truly lie and how
you will choose to compose yourself.
This is not to say that I haven't
learned anything from the classroom at
all. I can say that I know far more about
St. Augustine or the French Revolution
than almost all of my friends at home

by Kaylee Miller '13
Commentary Staff
REFLECTION

As finals are approaching and I
am realizing that it is the end of my
sophomore year at PC, I am terrified at
the thought of how fast time is flying.
I feel like it was just yesterday I was
moving my things into my freshman
dorm and engaging in awkward ice
breakers at Orientation. But now, I am
experiencing an odd feeling, a mid
college life crisis of sorts. The emotions
range from excitement for summer to
sadness that we are already halfway
through college, to ambivalence over
the end of Civ, and the excitement of
what lies ahead. But among the most
important things that I am beginning
to realize is that the most learning that

KEEP STUDYING. BOTH IN AND
OUT OF THE CLASSROOM.
I have done over the past two years
has been much more about my real-life
experiences rather than what I have
learned in the classroom.
I am not talking about learning
things outside of the classroom, as
in, I've learned that I like spending
time exercising rather than cooking.
I mean we learn more from our close
living quarters, the clubs we choose to
be involved in, the way we deal with
stress, and the ways we spend our
weekends. The group of friends that
we create in our freshman year may
not be the same ones we sit with at
our commencement table senior year,
and those transitions in our social lives
can be difficult to deal with, but those
transitions speak more to how you
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because of Civ. The things that we learn
inside of the classroom give us a basis
of knowledge from which we expand
on, where we are able to discern our
likes, our dislikes, and the things that
we are simply forced to do. But the
next challenge that lies ahead is how
we take this knowledge of ourselves
and apply it to the workforce and real
life. I do not know what lies ahead for
me, but I know that I will continue
to be challenged, both in school and
moving forward as I make decisions
with study abroad, where I want to
place myself professionally, and who
I want to surround myself with. Only
time will tell what will happen, but
until then, keep studying, both in and
out of the classroom.

by Tommy Cody '13
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY

How many friends do you have on
Facebook? How many event invitations do
you receive? How many people wrote on
your wall on your birthday? How many
photos are you tagged in? What does all of
this actually mean? Does it even matter?
Before I get started, I have a few things to
clear up. I have a Facebook. I do not think
Facebook is intrinsically evil. That being
said, Facebook, like all things, has a dark
side. I am not talking about tire ability of
anyone to find your personal information,
how it can be used as a rumor mill or as
a tool for bullying; I have already written
an article on those topics. The temptation
to use Facebook to create friendships and
serve as the primary medium for social
interaction is not only ill-conceived, but
deceptive and dangerous.
Many people have begun to use
Facebook as the barometer for their social
life. The little blue number on the middle
left of the screen tells them exactly how
many friends they have. If they click on
someone, a concrete number appears
on the top right of the page that tells
them exactly how many mutual friends
they have. The amount of pictures they
have tells everyone they have fun on the
weekends, what they do on the weekends,
and who they hang out with.
All of it is appealing. It is eye candy.
It has a good aesthetic appeal and gives
people concrete proof of their social life.
But it all seems impersonal and fake, does
it not? How many of your eight hundred
friends do you actually talk to or really
know? Are those birthday wishes really
that sincere? Facebook tells them it is your
birthday, so it is not like they remembered.
And half the time, they only write on

your wall because they are afraid you
will realize it if they do not. We have all
done it before. Let's be honest, it neuters
any personal relationship. Facebook is
highly impersonal, despite our attempts to
convince oursleves otherwise.
Some people are content to sit at their
desk and artificially talk to their friends
in a myriad of different ways through
Facebook. But do they really have a dose
personal relationship with their friends?
Or are they just deceiving themselves? It
means something only at a very shallow
leveL Those who use Facebook as the
meter for their personal relationships
isolate themselves. Without genuine
personal relationships that do not revolve
around Facebook, they will eventually
realize that they are alone. Ironically, if you
rely on Facebook, the social network, it
will leave you isolated.
The isolation that Facebook creates is
not the traditional Emersonian isolation.
Facebook creates isolation in a crowd.
It tells you that you have 600 friends, 30
event invitations, 10 wall posts and 11
messages, but it is all paper-thin. None of
it has substance. In the midst of thousands
of people connected through the Internet,
you find yourself alone, lost in a crowd
with no solid grounding.
Friendships that have value outside of
the social network and that do not revolve
around it go deeper. They truly connect
people. Yes, Facebook is convenient, but
it cannot become the basis of our sodal
interaction. We must forge real, solid
friendships made through face-to-face
conversation and personal interaction. The
relationships created through Facebook
are but pasteboard facades. If we want
depth, meaning, and substance in our
sodal lives, we must refuse to build our
lives upon the artificial sodal network.

Tiffany&Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time
Dear Stuck Senior,
Right now, you're
holing
yourself
up
in
that small,
cramped space inside
the
metaphorical
relationship box? It's
time to bust out, girl.
You're boyfriend is a noncommittal
alcoholic who will eventually become
one of those corrupt politicians who
has to leave office to check into rehab.
Don't let yourself become the Hillary
to his Bill. Now is not the time to be
anxiety-ridden over the fact that your
boyfriend is moving away - now is
the time to pursue your dreams. A
year from now, you could be living
in Paris, working at the most worldrenowned museums as a result of
that incredibly useful art history
degree. When your ex gets jail time
for the sexual harassment charges
brought against him by that young
intern, you'll be soaking up sun on
the southern coast of France.
Au Revoir!

This Week:
Cut Off at Commencement

Dear Tiffany and Earl,

My boyfriend and I are both seniors here at PC,
and Commencement is two weeks away. I could go
on about what my problem is, but isn't it obvious?
We've been dating since freshman year, and next
year, I'll be back home in New Hampshire while
he's pursuing a job opportunity in DC. We haven't
talked seriously about the future, only briefly while
he's been drunk. I know I don't want to split up—if
he doesn't, that is. What should I ao?

- Stuck Senior

Dear SS,
Yes, your problem is
obvious. Your boyfriend
is graduating
ready
for the world, getting
himself a job in our
nation's capital, while
you... are moving back
in with your parents. This bespeaks
a deep-seated mismatch. I don't
really know or care about why such
a crippled relationship hobbled
througn four years of dysfunction, but
it's over now. Maybe you should have
thought this through before majoring
in art history or whatever garbage
you picked. Now he's going to D.C.
with a rich, full life ahead of nim. You
did this to yourself and you deserve
whatever happens to you. Maybe he'll
think of you when he's eyeing some
sweet young intern. Maybe he won't.
Either way, he's in the past now, just
like your job prospects. Good luck in
New Hampshire, unemployed adult.
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During the summer, students
get special treatment at
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Faith

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Contributing Writer

ATTERS
M

As you have heard by now, the Providence College community lost an
outstanding young man this week. His name was John Montanaro, and he was
a member of the sophomore class. John suffered from leukemia and went home
to meet the Lord earlier this week. I came to know John and his family very
well over the past two years, and this is surely one of the greatest blessings that
I have ever known.
This small space does not allow me the opportunity to tell his story as fully
as I would like. I'm struggling to put into words just how special this kid was.
How full of love and joy he was. How funny he was. How he changed the lives
of so many people for the better. I've got a million stories, but none of them
fully capture the essence of this young man.
But as I write this, it strikes me that I don't have to search high and low for
a short summation of his life. All I need to do is look down at the blue band on
my wrist. John and his family had them made and they gave away hundreds
upon hundreds of them to friends, family members, hospital workers, and
just about everyone who had the good fortune to cross their path. The three
words stamped into the band tell you everything you need to know about John
Montanaro. It reads: POWER OF PRAYER.
John was a guy who loved God above all things. I can't tell you how many
times he told me, "Father, I believe in the power of prayer." And if I were to
have asked him what message he would like to give to the College community,
I guarantee you that that's what it would have been.
This young man had every reason to be bitter and to complain. John's
nineteen short years were marked by suffering, the likes of which most of us
will never know. And yet the only words that I ever heard him speak were
words of praise and thanks to God. He wouldn't stop talking about how much
love he had experienced and how fortunate he was. How does this happen?
How can someone that is sick speak so eloquently of God's love? The answer is
wrapped around my wrist. He was transformed by the power of prayer.
It goes without saying that this is an incredibly busy time in the school year.
Most of you have papers to write and books to read in preparation for final
exams. In the midst of all of this, I want to invite you to attend John's funeral.
Even if you never met him, I promise that it will prove to be the most important
thing that you do before the year comes to a close. Take time to pray with
his family and friends. Take time to reorient your lives to see what's really
important. Take time to be transformed by the power of prayer and the witness
of an extraordinary young man.
The funeral Mass will be celebrated this Saturday at noon at St. Mary's
Church in Cranston, R.I. The College will provide transportation for those who
want to attend. Buses will leave from behind Raymond Hall at 11:15 a.m.

Who Arrived First? The RA or the EMT?
by Ewen Finser '12
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS

In response to the circling of the
wagons from the RAs due to my
last tangent regarding the misuse
of transports, let's clear a few things
up. Both Mr. Ross and Mr. Poloquin
(both Residents Assistants themselves)
responded with varying levels of
disgust to my assertion that RAs make
judgment calls that may not have a
correlation to genuine health risk. The
issue of transports is a very real and
entrenched concern of the student
body. Sensationalism aside, this is
an issue which warrants discussion,
not haughty and flippant dismissals.
In response to the previous article,
Kevin Peloquin stated the following:
"I can say with the utmost confidence
that all the RAs here at Providence
College have never once tried to use an
alcohol transport as punishment." This
categorical statement immediately
renders the point of view suspect. Are
RAs perfect specimens of god-like
impartiality? I think not, and it's okay
to admit that. In fact, the specific case
which inspired me to write the original
impassioned tangent was in response
to precisely such an abuse.

They both "throw down some
facts" regarding the Residence Life
protocol and the various ways cases
are reviewed by other powers. While
I appreciate the "facts," let's stick
to the ones relevant to my thesis.
Regardless of the protocol or the
"expert" evaluation by the EMTs, RAs
still possess significant discretionary
power. It is not their prescribed role
in the student handbook that is in
question. It is in effect what has been
playing out in reality that is a cause
for concern. The power of the RA
should not be understated. They are

measures kick in, including bans
from campus for weekends, essays,
community service, and counseling
appointments. It is true; RAs do not
control the judicial process. But that
is as useful as pointing out that the
IRS doesn't handle the punishment
phase of tax evasion. Whether it was
intended as a disciplinary action or
not, a transport or "calling the EMTs"
becomes the only stick in the RAs bag.
And what stake do the ambulance
companies have in all of this? Do
they stand to gain financially from
transporting students? Someone most

...CALLING THE EMTS BECOMES
THE ONLY STICK IN THE RA’S BAG.
the initiating force. The Prime Mover,
if you will. Based on their judgment,
the hellish process of transportation
begins (more often than not ending 24
hours later with release from a nearby
hospital). They occupy a position of
trust, authority, and power on campus.
As such, as a writer for the student
newspaper it is my responsibility
to hold them accountable for the
fallibility of being human. Countless
students believe they are transported
on insufficient grounds or for reasons
unrelated to genuine health risk. The
central problem is as such: after getting
transported, a whole set of disciplinary

certainly does, judging by the hefty
sum levied against students in the form
of a medical bill for services rendered
(often involuntarily, I might add). The
point is, is there not a more scientific
way to determine whether the EMTs
should be called? But it is not Resident
Assistants who bear the ultimate
responsibility. It is the system which
inaugurates this discretionary vacuum
which must be held accountable.
This article was not written to
personally damage RA reputations, but
to initiate a dialogue on campus. Despite
a detailed protocol, many students feel
they have been transported without

just cause. I can attest to this fact based
on the individuals I have talked to. But
let's be serious. Under-substantiated
transports are the worst kept secret
among the student population. My
advice to the RAs: Start talking to your
peers among the student body about
their' experiences, instead of taking
an article in The Cowl as a personal
indictment of character. Talk to those
who have been transported. Advocate
to the administration on behalf of the
students you live with. At the very
least, destroy the widely held view
that transports are discretionary by
showing us with your actions, not your
words, that I am wrong.
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Decorated in vibrant colors, JAMRA is a perfect spot
for a date, getting together with friends, or just

enjoying an evening out. Subtle lighting creates a
relaxing atmosphere welcoming you to unwind and
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POKEDIARY #5
by Corey Plante 'll
A&E Staff

Jack and I set out from Accumula Town at dawn the next day.
Mere steps into Route 2, Mother called me on my cell phone. She
made idle banter about how proud she was before hanging up on
me, only to run up and hug me. What a waste of my minutes. At
least she brought along some running shoes for me. Now I can do
more than "walk at a leisurely pace" for my adventure. How about
a bike next time, Mom?
I made short work of some trainers and wild Pokemon before
Ms. Piggy caught up and challenged me to a battle. Jack and I just
laughecf and kept walking into Striaton City to see Cheren march
into a school there, no doubt to study up. Nerd.
Soon, a woman named Fennel approached, claiming to be an old
friend of Professor Juniper's. Apparently, they were roommates in
college. I raised an eyebrow, imagining what kind of debauchery
such a pair would get into. She had a similar look to my one true
love: bespectacled on heels, but Fennel's ridiculous hair went
down past her knees. She took me back to her secret lab in town
and explained that she was a scientist researching trainers like
myself. I asked her if that was some kind of cheap pick-up line.
She blushed and laughed it off. She requested that 1 investigate
an abandoned research facility called "The Dreamyard" on the
outskirts of the city.
Over at the Dreamyard, I bumped into Bianca, who invited
herself along to explore. Inside, we found a squishy-looking pink
blob of a Pokemon called Munna being accosted by two grunts
from Team Plasma. They were kicking it to make it produce
"Dream Mist," a mysterious and powerful substance that turns
dreams into reality. Before Jack or I could do anything, the Munna
let out a shriek, and a pinkish, mucky mist engulfed us all. As I slid
towards unconsciousness, I reached, out and took Jack's little paw
into my hand.
I woke up in my bed at PC in a cold sweat, terrified that I'd had
such a vivid and extensive dream about Pokemon, half-wishing that
it might have been reality...

LIKE TO WRITE!?

LIKE TO WRITE FUNNY AND
HIP THINGS THAT STUDENTS
READ?!?

JOIN THE COWL'S A+E STAFF

TO INFORM, NOT CONFORM!

Let’s
Rave
by Sarah Dombroski '13
A&E Editor

This Week: stumbleupon.com

I began writing this article on Saturday afternoon at
4:00. I decided I was going to rave about Stumble Upon,
stumbleupon.com, because it is easily the most time
consuming, entertaining, and interesting Web site on
this side of the Mississippi. So, naturally, I went on to
the aforementioned Web site to do some recon so I could
draft a well-written, attentive, and accurate article for
my readership.
It is now 5:42. I stumbled upon a digital catalog of the
works collected by the Brothers Grimm, complete with
live links to all of their fairy tales. Then, I stumbled upon
the top ten most beautiful pictures taken from an airplane,
a guide to hacking into electronic road signs, a free online
rhyming dictionary, a scenic landscape, a blog filled
with pictures of puppies doing cute things in adorable
poses, directions on how to turn photo negatives into
artsy, personalized lamps, and about one thousand other
outrageously random things that someone would never
think about on a day-to-day basis. It is now 6:17. This is
what Stumble Upon does to you. It sucks you in until you
forget everything else in the world that should require
your attention, and then it forces you to make a picture of
a motion-sensitive action shot of a bubble popping your
computer background.
I write this in all seriousness as I stare at the secular
explosions of water molecules powering towards me from
behind this word document: Stumble Upon is a righteous,
ingenious, trend towards individuality. Yeah, I said it —
though distracting and seemingly disjointed, Stumble
Upon allows selectivity amid the chaos of the Internet in
order to allow the stumbier in question to broaden their
horizons within an area of interest. As I am writing this
article, I stumbled upon a Web site that uses a statistical
analysis tool that analyzes my word choice and writing
style and compares them with those of famous writers to
see who I most, or I should say my writing most, identifies
with. How cool is that?!
It is easy to limit yourselUon the cofnpwter^E-mail.
Facebook. Twitter. Sometimes Microsoft Word or Excel,
but only if your professor is feeling lucky. Falling into
these cyber-ruts renders nearly all of the capabilities, and
possibilities, of the Internet useless, transforming this
force of unlimited power into a void filled with unutilized
potential (kind of like how some immigrants who were
once engineers now serve as factory workers as a result
of non-transferable degrees). Thankfully, some brilliant
individual created one website that changed all of that
wasted human progress into gold mines waiting to be
unearthed. Having only been very involved in Stumbling
(I'm capitalizing it now, which means it's legit!) for a few
days, I am so excited to see where this site brings me next.
I feel like a dweeb saying that, but I've already compiled
a catalog of links I want to go back to in order tp fully
explore them. Through stumbleupon.com , the Internet
is made smaller, so non-savvy computer users who are
forced into technology can still reap the benefits of all
of the totally gnarly things that are straight up chillin'
in cyberspace, and I love that. I found a Web site giving
me step-by-step instructions of how to draw my own
hand while drawing it. I don't even really know what that
means, but I think that's just the coolest.
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by Catherine Northington T2
Associate Editor-in-Chief

1303 North Main Street
Providence, RI

1359 Post Road
Warwick, RI
With several locations in the
greater Providence area, Gregg's
Restaurant and Pub has long been
a local favorite for family dining.
The restaurant is renowned for the
abundance of culinary favorites
that are peppered throughout its
extensive menu.
I was recently invited to dine at
the Gregg's restaurant location in
Warwick, chiefly to relieve my nerves
after a harrowing series of airport
delays that almost left me stranded
at Philly International for an entire
day. A delightful medley of airline
food and rampant turbulence left me
longing for two things: leg room and
a decent meal.
Needless to say, Gregg's was a
pleasant respite from the perils of
layover-land. First and foremost, the
restaurant's glorious air conditioning
made it feel like home, and soothed the

searing sores on my legs that
resulted from peeling myself
off of my friend's leather
passenger seat. Sexy.
Gregg's is not a haven for
the pickiest of gourmands,
by any means; but its
unimpressive
exterior
exudes precisely the home-y
and comfortable aura that
one needs in times of stress.
I found it a particularly
relieving prelude to the
upcoming finals week.
Upon
entering,
my
companion and I were
seated by a maternal
and friendly server. You
know the type: She works
at
your
neighborhood
diner (no matter where
you're from), she's about
a decade older than your
mom, and her name is
probably Dot. She led us
to our table with a warm greeting
and shot out a detailed list of
lunchtime specials.
Aside from the daily specials, the
menu itself boasts a dizzying array of
options suitable for any time of day.
The lunchtime menu features not one,
not two, but three separate sections

GREGG'
S
Restaurants & Pubs

consisting entirely of sandwich
options:
Steak
Sandwiches
and
Burgers, Sandwiches With Style, and
Country Clubs. For most people, this
immense selection is a great thing.
For the eternally-undecided ones
(i.e., people like me), this bountiful
selection led to several borderline
panic attacks. Our waitress awkwardly
watched on as I danced from option
to option—initially deciding on
the Bacon, Cheese, and Mushroom
Burger ($9.45), then contemplating
instead ordering the Cheeseburger
Club ($9.45)...no, no...
After several infuriating minutes,
I decided on the California RollUp, a wrap containing fresh grilled
chicken breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato,
guacamole, and Ranch dressing. I
figured I couldn't go wrong with
this option, seeing as guacamole is
the greatest thing to ever happen to
humankind (obvs not hyperbolizing).
Despite the harrowing selection
process involved with a visit to this
establishment, I still look forward to
returning to Gregg's in the near future
try one of their many other deli options
(Thanksgiving Sandwich? Yes, please).
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Sandwiches are all well and
good, but I would be remiss to
ignore the other quadrillion (still not
hyperbolizing) options on the menu
at Gregg's.
If you're stopping by for lunch,
the restaurant has inexpensive soups
and chowder offerings, as well as
all your favorite artery-clogging
appetizer choices (nachos, wings,
you name it). If you're heading over
to Gregg's for dinner, the restaurant
has reasonable prices on delicious
home-cooked meals such as Chicken
Monterey ($13.95), Bay Scallops
($13.95), and Grilled Salmon ($15.95).
The restaurant also serves traditional
home-cooked pasta platters, and
daily specials catering to local
favorite tastes.
Overall, Greggs' finest attributes
are its fabulously wide-ranging
selection (though it can be a tad
stressful, if you're anything like
me) as well as its home-y feel. And
personally, I like anything that
feels home-y. Especially if food is
involved.
Grade: B

Ladies! Want to increase your
chances of meeting attractive,
single young men?

Corey Plante'11

Join the A&E Staff.
Pick up an application at
The Cowl office in Slavin LL05

Age: 21

Interests:

Liam McCartney '11
Age: 21

Interests: Lightsaber

Milkshakes,

chapstick, graphic tees,
and dung beetles.

You wont be disappointed.

fights, not blinking

fora really long time,

and awkward hand
gestures.
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REELING BACK
A RETROSPECTIVE LOOK AT A COLLEGE CAREER'S WORTH OF MOVIE VIEWING
by Corey Plante 'll
A&E Staff

Ask me to remember what
move-in
day
at
Providence
College was like and I can describe
it in vivid detail. But remind me
that the summer before college
was when Harry Potter and the
Order of the Phoenix came out, and
I'll get nostalgic and weep for a
time that feels like forever ago.
It's easy to refer to our Facebook
list of favorites when we want
to be reminded of what movies
we “Like," but it's so much more
difficult to trace even just a few
years of our lives by the movies
we saw along the way.
Graduating seniors might recall
seeing Superbad mere weeks before
we were whisked away to college.
Watching Seth and Evan bumble
through their sex-starved last days
of high school was all too topical
for us, particularly with the
sobering final scene that reminds
us of the inevitable separation
from high school friends.
For many of the Beatles and/or
musical lovers, Across the Universe
might have been the first movie
you saw at the Providence Place
Mall when it came out in mid
September. As the year and our
first semester came to a close,
you might have had the pleasure
of seeing the chilling No Country
for Old Men. And you probably
caught up with high school
friends over dinner and Juno
just after Christmas. Then, you
possibly caught Daniel Day Lewis'
legendary performance in There

Will Be Blood where you
certainly
drank
your
milkshake until there was
nothing left but noisy,
slurpy dregs.
Maybe
you
pre
gamed one night in late
April while seeing the
hysterical Forgetting Sarah
Marshall. The epic Iron
Man was probably the
last movie you saw with
your college friends that
May, and you might even
have splurged and gone
to IMAX for the first time
ever at P-Place. Then,
that summer you shed a
tear during Wall-E and
were blown away by The
Dark Knight. Then, there
was, of course, the most
talked about movie of the
summer: The Happening,
so we'll talked about by
all the people telling you
not to see it. At least autumn had
Role Models and Slumdog Millionaire
to whet our appetites. Oh yeah,
and Twilight.
If you were like me at all, you were
emotionally compromised with a
mid-college crisis the winter break of
'08 and you bawled like a baby during
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button.
And then, you saw the world's most
lovable racist in Gran Torino. Then,
you did your annual trip to IMAX
that May for the new Star Trek, which
you thought was awesome and your
trekkie friend said was "just okay."
Then, Up beat out Wall-E as your
favorite Pixar movie ever. Finally,
as a seasoned college student, you

understood entirely what went down
in The Hangover. But then, still a
child at heart, you dressed up and
even threw a party for the midnight
release of Harry Potter and the HalfBlood Prince. Then, on a super indie
trip into Boston with friends, you
caught a limited showing of (500)
Days of Summer. A few months later,
Zombieland became your favorite
zombie flick ever. And in the autumn
of renewed childhood, Cloudy With a
Chance of Meatballs proved that Pixar
didn't have a monopoly on adorable
animation and Where the Wild Things
Are scarred you for life.
In 2010, you of course chose Iron
Man 2 for your yearly May IMAX

excursion. You saw Inception at least
three times and all you understand
is that it's awesome. The Town made
bank robbing respectable again,
and The Fighter made you hug
your brother. Meanwhile, Social
Network, Black Swan, True Grit, and
King's Speech all belligerently and
beautifully impressed you.
But
amidst it all, the movie that still
makes you cry every time, even
while we slowly proceed into the
unknown waters of 2011, is Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part
1 because it marks the beginning of
the end to Harry's adventure and
our own as college students.

Editor vs. Editor
This Week: Favorite Summer Activity
Catherine Northington
Favorite Summer Activity: Lounging at
the pool (NOT a public pool. Ew.)
Her Thoughts: Going to the pool is
obviously the coolest thing to do in the
summer. Get it? COOL? Pool water is
cold! If you're wondering whether it's
necessary that I specify a non-public pool
for this Ed. vs Ed.: IT IS. Every public
pool that I know of is crawling with
unhygienic peons. Peons, I say. I'll take my
water urine, blood, scab, booger, saliva,
and poop-free, thanx. The perfection of
private poolside lounging cannot be beat.
In your own backyard nirvana, you are
free to lie back and soak up the sun, read
a book, sip a drink, eat a popsicle, and
take a dip, all at your own leisure. If you don't have a pool of your own,
try one of the following options: a) Strike up a friendship with some loser
acquaintance who has a pool (but don't pull a Bart and break your leg,
man), b) re-initiate contact with a distant relative who has a pool, c) build
a pool, d) swim naked in your neighbors' pool while they're on vacation.
Her Views of Sarah: Everyone likes ice cream, but I have bitter and painful
childhood memories of ice cream trucks, because the ice cream men of
the world hath scorned me. I remember the sweltering summer days I
spent playing in softball games at Macrone Park in good ol' Rosemont,
PA. Every time my team took the field, the ice cream man would arrive,
allowing the opposing team's lineup to buy ice cream while we stood
miserably in the field, swatting gnats, unable to abandon our positions.
Once my team finally reached three outs, the ice cream man would zoom
away, leaving me weeping in the parking lot, covered in dust and tears.
There is an ice cream man conspiracy out there. Just ask the scary ice
cream man from Hey Arnold!

Sarah Dombroski
Favorite Summer Activity: Getting ice cream at the ice
cream truck

Her Thoughts: First and foremost, I would like to note an
irrelevant video clip that's a testament to how bomb the ice
cream man/the entire ice cream truck ideology is. Eddie
Murphy's ice cream sketch in Delirious (Eddie's Stand-up
tour circa 1980—you'll know it's the right clip when you see
his neon red jumpsuit). Frankly, Murphy recognizes the
bi-layered emotional rollercoaster that comes with
the tune of that fateful truck, the passionate yet
confused nodes of excitement and stress
that come with the initial sighting,
and subsequent chase to obtain the
aforementioned frozen treats. It's
spontaneity and euphoria tied up
into a beautiful bow of satisfaction.
Murphy sums up my antiqued memories
perfectly.

Her Views of Catherine: Catherine made the
specification of private, not public, swimming.
I appreciated this for sanitation purposes (por
ejemplo, when you see a Band-Aid at the bottom of
the pool, it's slightly more comforting to know that
it's your own, or someone you know, bodily fluids
disseminating in the chlorine). I mean, who can argue
with swimming in the summertime?! So, I will only say
that I would have hoped for something more original from
our new Associate Editor in Chief, Cath.
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Water For Elephants
by Alison DeNisco 'll
A&E Staff
The New York Times bestselling
novel, Water for Elephants, by Sara
Gruen was brought to the big screen
last week, starring the unlikely duo
of Reese Witherspoon and Robert
Pattinson. The year is 1931, and Jacob
(Pattinson) is about to graduate from
Cornell with a veterinary degree,
when both of his parents die in a car
accident. On top of this, he learns that
his father did not manage his money
properly, and, in the midst of the Great
Depression, he is left with absolutely
nothing. Distraught, he sets off for
the city, and finds himself aboard
the train of the Benzini Brothers
Traveling Circus. He is thrown into
a world of chaotic spectacle run by
the ringmaster August (Chrisophe
Waltz) and his beautiful wife, Marlena
(Witherspoon).
Yes, August turns out to be a mood
swinging tyrant,
and obviously,
Jacob and Marlena fall in love after
bonding over their mutual affection
for animals. Though predictable in
many ways, I credit Water for Elephants
for throwing a few surprises at me as
a non-reader of the novel. Directed
by Francis Lawrence (/ Am Legend),
the copper-burnished cinematography
and beautiful costumes, not to mention
the two attractive stars, made for an
aesthetically gorgeous film about a
bygone era.
By far the biggest problem
with Water for Elephants was the
noticeable lack of chemistry between
Pattinson and Witherspoon. One
of the only things the Twilight
franchise has going for it at this
point is the palpable connection
between
the
lead
characters,

something that just doesn't click
with Pattinson and Witherspoon
in this film. I was never convinced
that they were truly enamored with
each other, their affair seeming
empty of real emotion other than
that for the circus animals.
But
kudos to Hollywood for portraying
a relationship between an older
woman and a younger man, as we
too often see the opposite onscreen
and off.
RPattz was looking good without
the bizarre hair, freaky paleness,
and strange colored contact lenses
of the Twilight world. However,
his acting still leaves something
to be desired. Most of his reaction
shots seemed to be a half-confused
grin, whether he's watching his
first circus strip tease or training
Rosie the elephant. Call me crazy,
but I think such varied experiences

deserve
different
expressions,
no? But maybe he's just enjoying
finding himself in a role where he
is allowed to smile, rather than
constantly question the nature of
his vampire soul and all that jazz.
Overall, he does no real disservice
to the role; he just doesn't perform
it with as much passion as it
potentially deserved.
The
real
standout
human
performance of the film (because let's
face it, the elephant is in a category
all her own) was that of Waltz,
as the temperamental (to say the
least) ringmaster. His acting gave
great depth and complexity to the
character, causing the audience to
simultaneously sympathize with him
and utterly loathe him. I didn't see
Inglourious Basterds, but from what I
understand, this character rivals his
Nazi officer role in terms of harboring

cruelty under a reserved fagade.
And I mean it when I say that
Rosie the elephant steals the show,
and totally outshines Jacob in terms
of heroic actions and tear-jerker
moments.
Rosie is played by a
Hollywood vet and Indian elephant
nar'ed Tai, who has starred in
movies such as George of the Jungle
and Exit through the Gift Shop, as
well as Britney Spears' "Circus"
music video.
Though overly sentimental and
utterly unrealistic, Water for Elephants
remains a movie worth seeing. I wish
I had read the novel first, as there were
certain elements I could tell would be
elucidated more in print; however,
it's a strong effort at the creation of a
sweeping Hollywood romance of a
fascinating time past.
Grade: B

Artist Spotlight: Def Sound
Breaking New Music Frontiers
by Tim Morris '14
A&E Staff
When I'm bored, I tend to do
one of three things: (1) update my
Facebook status, (2) update my
roommate's Facebook status, or (3)
roam the Internet as a music junkie
looking for his next hit. Having
no access ^to my roommate's
computer, and having already
updated my own status two or
three times, I was left to satisfy
my addiction. A few clicks —
interrupted by a Pajamajeans®
ad —led me to stereogum.com. The
creators of the site do not lie when
they write that Stereogum is "one
of the first MP3 blogs and remains
the leading online community for
independent and alternative music
news, downloads, and videos."
They are also correct in pointing
out that the hotspot "regularly
features unknown artists who
go on to become mainstream
sensations."
Def Sound is a hip-hop artist
whose
growing
popularity
supports this claim. As I looked
through Stereogum's "Best 10
Videos of the Week," I came across
a video that had been created
for one of his recently-dropped
tracks, "(A)Gain." I started to
think that maybe there were
exceptions to judging someone
based on appearance: Def Sound's

look was too eccentric to ignore.
I let the video play. A week later,
I'm still happy that I did. Why? Let
me start off with the beat for "(A)
Gain." Downplaying the bass line,
it runs on an airy rhythm and a
rolling combination of snare drum
and high-hat. Above the beat, Def
is all about wordplay: "Hitch
clockin' the time / you're lookin'
like a psycho / surprised at how

your life goes / living in a cycle."
After having listened to "(A)
Gain" again and again, I wanted
to know more about Def Sound.
A bit of searching brought me to
his biography: "The brainchild
of everything abstract through
electronic, rock, hip-hop and jazz
sounds, Def Sound suits the name
of the artist known to his mother
as Emmanuel Ricketts." Originally

a "spoken word artist" or poet,
Ricketts carried this talent over
to music, releasing Something in
2008. This first album (available
on iTunes) did not catch on as
strongly as Ricketts would have
liked; however, his follow-up
digital album, Def Sound IS Alive,
takes a step in the right direction.
Spanning 16 tracks, the album
introduces a more experimental
sound for the artist. "$.Times.
Girls" and "Time.Up.on.A.Once"
make it clear that a good part
of Def Sound's growth has been
influenced by electronica. In newer
singles
like
"Do.nt.Try. This.@
Home," Def seems to be creating
a genre of his own: a trippy blend
of hip hop and rock. Humorously,
he shouts through a megaphone:
"Don't try this at home...Try it at
your friend's house!"
When Wiz Khalifa and Mac
Miller start to get old, turn your
attention to Def Sound. He's got
the formula down pat: keep up
a unique look, blend genres to
create new beats, and provide
words that stimulate the mind.
By meeting these goals, Def will
see success when he releases
Anything: The Idea Machine later
this year.

Follow Def on Twitter: @defsound

->
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MOVIE MELTDOWN
It's
l

Fabulous*. It's Grabulous! It's Zip Zoop Zabulous!
by Liam McCartney '11
A&E Staff

THOR
MAY 6
Directed by the champion of Shakespeare, Kenneth
Branagh, Thor is the latest installment from Marvel's catalogue
of superhero extravaganzas. Promising epic super-powered
battles and Shakespearean family drama, Thor has the
potential to be the most interesting of Marvel's films. Starring %
Chris Hemsworth, Natalie Portman, and Anthony Hopkins, the T
cast is more than promising. Hemsworth's most notable role thus
far that of George Kirk, the doomed father of James Tiberius in J.
J. Abrams' Star Trek reboot. Hemsworth was on screen for only a
few
minutes, but was able to make the tragedy of his sacrifice hit home. He should
prove to be an exceptional choice to play the god of thunder. However, up
until now the trailers for Thor haven't been electrifying. It has yet to really
wow the public. Worrisome as this is, it could be due to the wide range of
themes and storylines presented in the film that make it difficult to market.
Thor has everything going for it; we'll see if it delivers.

SUPER 8
JUNE 10
Do you even know what this movie is about? Don't worry, no one else
does. After all, this is J. J. Abrams we're talking about.The man of mystery's
latest project alludes to movies of the '70s and '80s, such as Jaws and E.T.
Extra-Terrestrial. In an interview with the L.A.Times, Abrams is quoted as
saying, "To me, all people need to know is that it's an adventure about
a small town and it's funny, it's sweet, it's scary, and there's a mystery."
Intriguing. Super 8 has the unfortunate job of attracting an audience in
a summer filled with superheroes and sequels to massively successful
franchises. If anyone is that gutsy, it's Abrams. Abrams has brought us
the best Mission Impossible (until Brad Bird's installment this winter), the
incredible Star Trek reboot, and an extraordinary little television show
called Lost. He knows what's cool and what's exciting. As one of the best
and most fun auteurs in Hollywood, expect Abrams to deliver on all
fronts with Super 8. Just make sure you don't forget to see it.

HARRY POTTER AND THE
DEATHLY HALLOWS, PART2
JULY 15
It's the end of an era as the Harry Potter series comes to its ultimate
close. We've been the Potter Generation, growing up alongside Harry
and his friends. While it'll be sad to see the series finally go, Hallows
Part 2 looks to be the most emotionally powerful and action-packed
Potter film yet. Part 2 concludes Harry's search for the horcruxes and his
lifelong struggle against Voldemort. Filled with devastation, huge set
pieces, and some superb performances, director David Yates has saved
the best for last. We'll miss you, Harry.

COWBOYS AND ALIENS
JULY 29
Have you ever wanted to see a man with a Colt .45 go up against extra
terrestrials with lasers? Then you'll be pleased to know that Jon Favreau, director
of both Iron Man movies, has got you covered. In what seems to be the millionth
adaptation of a graphic novel, Faverau directs Daniel Craig and Harrsionfreaking-Ford, in an epic battle against some nasty aliens. Favreau
proved he knew how to make a great summer flick with the first Iron
Man. It was action-packed and emotionally engaging. Cowboys and
Aliens should be the same. It has a great cast and some first-rate
special effects. As hokey as the premise may seem, the trailers j
suggest that the film will be taking itself very seriously when |
aliens suddenly descend upon the American desert in 1895. J
This could potentially be damaging, and having a little tongue- ||
in-cheek could save it from seeming too silly. It is likely that ■
Favreau understands this, and will make sure the film has just j
the right amount of humor. He did it in Iron Man. If all goes well, JM
Cowboys and Aliens should pull Favreau out of the shadow of ■
that invincible metal man, and make him into one of the best
blockbuster directors in Hollywood.
•

X-MEN: FIRST CLASS
. JUNE 3
Going back to the '60s, First Class intends to be a return to form for the
X-Men. After two severely disappointing films, particularly the disaster
directed by Brett Ratner, the series appears to be back on track. Directed
by Matthew Vaughn, a flexible auteur, First Class will tell the story of the
friendship between Charles Xavier (James McAvoy) and Erik Lehnsherr
(Michael Fassbender), and its eventual collapse. Vaughn and producer
Bryan Singer (who gave us the exceptional first two X-Men, The Usual
Suspects, the maligned Superman Returns, and the surprisingly gripping
Valkyrie) have suggested that the characters will parallel the civil rights
leaders Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X. With the plot set against
the Cuban Missile Crisis, the film promises to be topical, exciting, and
historically inaccurate! In all seriousness, First Class looks like it's going
to be awesome. Look forward to it.

THE GREEN LANTERN
JUNE 27
When Lantern was first unveiled to the public with a two-minute trailer, it
appeared to be just like every other generic superhero action adventure.
There was stupid humor, sex, and a dastardly villain. It captured nothing
that could be considered "the spirit of the Green Lantern." It did not come off
well with the public. Then at Wondercon, a movie and comics convention,
20 minutes of footage were revealed to a select audience. Suddenly the
blogs were all abuzz. Lantern looked like it was shaping up to be absolutely
amazing. Warner Bros, was gracious enough to release some of that footage
to the general public. The bloggers were right: Lantern, led by Ryan Reynolds,
looks to be a phenomenal superhero movie with enormous scope. Lantern is
directed by Martin Campbell, the same man who brought us Casino Royale,
the indisputably best Bond film ever. So honestly, this can't go wrong.

CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE FIRST AVENGER
JULY 22
When director Joe Johnston told the LA. Times that the mantra when making
Captain America was, "What would Indiana Jones do?" it warmed the heart. Johnston
directed a little known film called The Rocketeer, a rollicking
action adventure
movie about a man with a jet pack versus some Nazis. The
j movie is pure fun,
and so, too, looks Captain America. Led by a surprisingly tame
and charismatic
Chris Evans, Captain America tells the o'igin of Steve
Rogers and
his transformation into the world's first and only
ks u p e r
soldier. The cast is fleshed out with some great
actors,
notably Tommy Lee Jones, Stanley Tucci, and Hugo
Weaving.The movie looks like it's going to hit all the
right notes with explosive action and characters
that audiences will be able to believe in and
care for. If Captain America is only half as good as
Raiders ofthe Lost Ark, then it'll be a great success.

I've hit only the films that I'm personally thrilled to,see. Be
aware that this is only a small selection of what looks to be a
jam-packed summer. There's Pirates of the Carribbean: On Stanger
Tides (May 20th), Transformers: Dark Side of the Moon (July 1st),
and The Hangover Part II (May 26th). Be sure to catch some smaller
films as well, such as Everything Must Go, starring a subdued Will
Ferrell, which opens May 13th. Acclaimed filmmaker Terrence
Malick has a new film, The Tree of Life, coming out on May 27th,
starring Brad Pitt and Sean Penn. It's going to be one of the best
summers for movies in recent memory. That is, until The Dark
Knight Rises is released next year! -Liam
■MH
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Behold, the Reckoning: Revelations
by Conor Leary 'll
Portfolio Editor Emeritus

Fiction
In the end, she would fall. In falling,
Monica felt the pressure of the toppling
heavens on her shoulders and the rising
realms of Hell against her knees. However,
she remained balanced and filled her
lungs with air. It was still toxic and
polluted by the gory sprays and detached
limbs the battlefield encouraged. She felt
the weight of her struggle press down
on her. She held her breath to remain
crouching closer to the earth and to
refuse to join the new lawn composed of
demonic, angelic, and human remains.
When she fell, she grasped the woman
she had defeated and felt her cold breaths
rising in her hands. Monica felt like an
omniscient being and, glancing down at
the scarred face of her villain, she sensed
her need for forgiveness. It was locked
between chattering teeth, keeping the
woman's tongue from tasting the cold
chill of death. Monica raised her hand and
let her warm shadow cover the woman's
frightened eyes. When she touched her
skin, Monica felt her victim relax.
"Forgive her dear Lord, and let
her ascend."
In the end, she would fall. In falling,
Valerie was greeted and held by the
woman she had tried to destroy. Valerie
was astonished to feel the woman
working to hold her and felt her fingers
steaming off her tom clothing. She hissed
at the woman at first and imagined
every fingertip pouring acid all over
her. Her mind imagined unstoppable
pain and a reckoning unleashed over
her body from her greatest enemy's
avatar. It had been some time since
Valerie had recognized the authority
of pain and her frame grew warm
inside the woman's arms. But it would
begin to soothe her. Her adversary had
stabbed her with a sharpened rock that
Valerie had not noticed. She had been
too bloodthirsty, and after shoving

an almighty punch into the woman's
face, she had lunged. The woman of
God had been quick to discover the
appropriate means of dealing with her
catapulted figure. Valerie had doubled
over, plunged her hand into the gash
in her side, and tasted blood in her
mouth. It was then when she fell and
was caught by knowledgeable hands.
She had inflicted so much pain on the
world, against innocent people, and
especially to the woman who meant to
be with her until the bitter end. When
the woman worked to turn her around,
Valerie was blinded by the divine. Out
of the woman's lips, she heard her pray:
"Forgive her, dear Lord, and let
her ascend."
In the end, he would fall. In
falling, Benjamin would become
entranced by the vastness of God's
creation. A cold wind chilled the
back of his neck and dove in a spiral
down the torn neck of his shirt.
The white collar of his order was
missing, lost amongst the rubble and
corpses of the battle. He breathed
differently without it. He breathed
longer and lazier breaths he hadn't
breathed in so long. They were from
his past when he would lay on the
grass in the springtime surrounded
by silence or friends and just exist.
They were breathes he breathed
when he wanted to really smell the
forests, the water, the city streets, the
meaning of rural country. When he
fell, he discovered his missing collar
by how easy it was to breathe and by
rubbing the bruises formed by the
hand of his enemy.
The back of his eyes had been
seared by his contest. He had spent too
much time staring into the bemused
and volatile face of sin's tempter, the
great Satan allowing his skin to melt,
spread, and reform into pronounced
scar tissue as some sort of strategy. It
had nauseated Benjamin, but he was
only compelled further to destroy
him. When he fell, Benjamin curled
into a small ball. He could not see.

He peered out into the emptiness
of his vision and saw only shifting
layers of gray, glowing with different
vibrancies. When he fell, he breathed
and listened to the battlefield around
him grow peaceful.
In the end, he would fall. In falling,
Elliot would learn that lessons of death
were quick. He had stumbled through
the battle and fought with vigor. He
had decided to leave his paradise for
a greater purpose, and it pained him
to do so. So he had channeled that
pain in relieving the greater conflict.
He would be shot in the area just
above the heart by a faceless enemy.
He would fall and spend his final
moments staring into the glowing
abyss of the breached heavens.
In the end, Monica would rise.
She would raise her tearful eyes and
continue fighting, but only for a brief
time. In the same time it took for the
battlefield to become a place of infinite
struggle and trauma, it was returned to
an oasis of peace. God's healing hand
encouraged stillness not long after
she laid down the one she had prayed
so hard to absolve. The skies were
cleared of grayness and, in a horrific
scream, Monica felt that great evil had
abandoned the world, if only for a
short time. She would look out at the
world and see its awful condition. She
would meet the eyes of the survivors
and watch them brush off the dust of
demons that had been banished back to
their region with their master. Sorrow
settled over their features like stiffened
hoods. She wore a complimentary face
until she let her chin rise a little higher.
Those remaining formed a beautiful
population that ascended the highest
hill of the battlefield to let the soothing
light of day fill their eyes. In the end,
Monica felt her head raised farther
from the earth than it had ever been,
with her toes still touching the dirt.
In the end, Valerie would rise.
Her heart would pound so violently
against her chest that it would turn
her spine into an inward arch. Her

lungs heaved out of place to fill her
body with the taste of death. Her eyes
fluttered with panic as she writhed in
sturdy arms. In the end, Valerie sunk
out of her painful position and stared
into the light. It sliced cleanly around
the head of her monitoring angel, the
one she had tried to slaughter. She saw
a halo settled in place as she breathed
her last breath. In the end, Valerie felt
a light breeze cool the fever of her face
before settling painlessly to sleep.
In the end, Benjamin would rise.
He would leave behind his eyes and
be blind for the rest of his days. On
the battlefield that day, he was unable
to see the light the survivors saw. But
he felt it. He left the two men who
had found him and ushered him like
disciples to the place he was meant to
be. Standing at the peak of the hill, he
offered his hands high to the sky. He
guided his body to the ground and let
water fall like holy drops from his eyes.
He prayed, and in the end, he rose with
courageous faith that the world would
be right again in the time to come.
In the end, Elliot would rise. He
would feel the absence of ground
beneath his feet and the tickle of the
fresh atmosphere against him. He
closed his eyes on the light when he
could breathe no more and opened
them to a nurturing glow. Before him
was a radiant sea. The water crashed
in frothy waves and pushed the clear
liquid beneath his toes. He let them dig
into the sand. Glancing out, he saw a
small island, just large enough for two
people. On the shore, a hand greeted
him, outstretched. Elliot felt ultimate
happiness as the pathway between
him and the island became water no
more. In the end, Elliot rose with every
step he took along the miraculous path
until he reached the shore of paradise.
Taking the hand of its inhabitant,
he looked straight into God's heart
through the man's eyes.

Behold, the reckoning has come...and
with it, comes salvation for all.
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The Derelict
by Bobby Bretz '12
Portfolio Staff
FICTION

They dropped out of light speed
without warning, way out in the
boondocks of the solar system. The
ship's tachyon field fizzled away as
it regained positive mass and slowed
down. She roared past Eris, still at
relativistic speed, causing a bit of
panic at a little mining station whose
computers confused it for a meteor
on an impact course. By the next
morning, she had reached the edge of
the Kuiper belt and tore right into it,
smashing through smaller asteroids
with her advanced outer plating, and
ricocheting clumsily off the bigger
ones. When Charon tried to contact
the suspicious vessel, they received
no response. This activity did not
go unnoticed by the research and
government stations on Pluto, who
relayed word of the ship's approach
deeper in-system. By the time the soft,
blue glow of Uranus dominated the
view from the ship's bridge, the Navy
was ready to meet her. Escort fighters
took off from a space platform orbiting
near Oberon, one of the planet's moons,
and followed carefully behind. As they
came within one astronomical unit of
Jupiter, a waiting destroyer based out
of Ganymede pulled up alongside.
From the bridge of the destroyer,
Captain Hightower made one last
attempt at communicating with the
rogue ship before, he announced over
the radio, he would be forced to take
boarding action. An eerie silence hung
over the bridge after he had finished
speaking—it was clear they would
receive no answer.
The hulls of the two vessels locked
together with a dull thud. Captain
Hightower led his boarding party onto
one after the airlock was cut open. It was
dark and unnervingly still inside the
curious ship. Aside from the shuffling
of his men, the only sound was a faint,
intermittent hiss—so life support is still
working, the captain figured. Further
into the ship, the men came across the
first body, slumped against the wall of
a corridor. The man's face was ghostly
pale. The captain summoned the medic
to check his vitals. Surprisingly, the
man was still alive, though his heart
rate was dangerously low and he was
barely breathing. The medic injected
the man with a stabilizer cocktail, and
the group continued on. The next room
seemed to be the ship's common area.
A broken light flickered in one corner
of the room, illuminating a half dozen
more bodies. Upon further inspection,
the search party determined that the
men strewn about the room were all
still living, though in rough shape for
sure. Only one regained consciousness
while being tended to, but he only
mumbled
something
incoherent
before passing out again. The captain
was feeling more and more uneasy by
the second. They were on a ravaged,
runaway ship with an immobilized
crew—but whatever happened, none
of the men they came across so far
had actually been killed. The situation
didn't make any sense to the captain,
and he didn't particularly care to stick
around and get to the bottom of it.
Nevertheless, he gathered the group
and proceeded onward, down the next
corridor and into the empty bridge.
Empty, that is, with one exception. A
limp, unconscious body was sprawled

across the helm. Motion-sensitive lights
turned on as they walked further into
the room. As the captain got closer,
the man groaned. "The light...."
Hightower rushed to the man's side. He
groaned again and slowly looked up.
The captain realized with shock that
he had seen this man before. "You!"
he exclaimed. It was Nathan Church,
the privateer. The captain recalled his
academy days, where Church had been
widely known for his uncanny ability
to find trouble.
"I'm sorry, do I know you?"
Church mumbled, squinting at the
captain, who ignored the question.
"What the hell happened here?" he
asked. "Disease? Were you attacked?
You dropped into the system days
ago without a word and your crew is
incapacitated..."
Church stared at him for a moment,
looking somewhat confused.
"Oh, that" he said. "Rigel."
"I'm sorry?"
"Rigel. You know, Orion's Foot.

Best party system in the galaxy... We
were in the area for about three weeks—
really took a lot out of the men."
"So, the crew is..."
"Hung over, that's right. Some of
them were blackout for days on end, it's
a wonder nobody died."
"You've got to be kidding me..."
"Cross my heart."
"If that's the case then, Mr. Church—"
"—Captain Church."
"Captain Church, of course. Well, if
that's the case then, Church, I believe
this conversation is over."
"If you say so."
Church's first mate groggily appeared
in the doorway, shielding his eyes from
the light.
"Capt—"
"—Not now, Smith. Go put the
coffee on. And check with Doc to see
how much ibuprofen is left, if he hasn't
already taken it all for himself."
Smith nodded and left. Hightower
leaned in towards Church.
"Let me see your arm."

Church held out his arm, and the
captain pricked him with a small device
he had just pulled out of his pocket.
"Ouch! What was that for?"
"Hopefully nothing, Mr. Church."
"Captain Church."
"Right."
Captain Hightower straightened
himself up and gestured for some of
his men to come over.
"Well then... Captain Nathaniel
Church of the private vessel, by
the authority of the United Nations
Interplanetary Council, you are under
arrest for disobeying navigation
protocol in a populated system, for
neglecting to respond to military
transmissions, and- would you look at
that—" The device in his hand beeped
twice, and he turned the screen so
that Church could see the reading,
"—for piloting a spacecraft while

intoxicated..."

The Poetry Corner
A Particularly Trying
Time In My Life
by Blake Bergeron ’11
Portfolio Staff

I became inevitable
like the crunch of a dry sponge
perched above the kitchen sink
in the abandoned farm house
six miles from the broken
roadway, just before
the periwinkle cabin advertised
as a getaway for the uninventive
lovers of Connecticut & Maine.
The infinity of striped suits
fascinated me as did
the dry honesty of wool.
I couldn’t sleep without first
photographing my frayed
Persian rug & emailing
the image to everyone
who had ever wronged me.
Though no one ever wronged me,
except possibly the teenage grocer
who said nothing as she scanned
my debit card -just blinked
& clicked her gum. It seemed
she meant less than she said.
But I don’t blame her. We all
have days when to talk
is to betray the small silent child
in our brain we call the self;
that little boy or girl
forever chasing a small red
ball into a busy street.

Self Held in the
Heart
by Keely Mohin '14
Asst. Portfolio Editor
I left it there
By that chair
Beneath that mantelpiece
And by that window
Where no one did go
I left that other too

At least I brought them
Almost taught them
Never leave 'em behind
But they were busy
And I felt dizzy
The night fell slow away

When they fell down
I got up and found
All I dropped before

Opened my heart bag
Though my feet lagged
And gathered them back inside
By that mantelpiece
I packed my sense of peace
And nights slept well and through
And by that window
Where it did go
I took my integrity back

Beneath that chair
Thought nothing was there
I found my goals and pride
And when all slept
Out that door I crept
My heart bag held real tight.

PORTFOLIO

April 28, 2011

The Cowl 27

The End Has Come...
The Dream Seed: Part 6
by Margaret Barresi T2
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
Rose opened her eyes even though
her forehead was still pressed to the
ground. She couldn't see anything but
searing white, yet somehow she could
sense her body's position in space and
slowly lifted her head. She felt her hair
glide forwards over her shoulders,
and could feel the dull sensation in the
ends as they kissed the ground. Her
body was on fire, as though intricate
droplets of flames had rearranged
themselves into her exact form. She was
overwhelmed by the individual feeling
of each drop, giving her the power to
sense every part of herself separately.
She didn't like this sensation, that she
was being held together by chance, and
that any moment the drops could fall
apart, breaking her down into nothing.
She knew Cronus was the reason her
essence was divided; he had done
something to her body.
But Rose couldn't see Cronus, or
hear him, or even sense him at all,
which puzzled her. She couldn't see
or hear anything actually, except the
florescent white light that filled her

eyes. She knew she was kneeling but
that was the only thing she could sense
about her body.
Cronus watched Rose begin to stir
from under the dark brim of his hood.
He knew that she could sense he was
there in the clearing with her, but he
couldn't identify himself to her. He
didn't want her to think he had any
intention of helping her. He knew her
transformation was almost complete,
he could see her being starting to
divide into the little droplets that
would soon magnetize to the amulet
he wore around his neck. The amulet
was getting brighter and heavier with
every second, illuminating the wicked
grin spread across his father's face.
Cronus could barely contain his own
happiness. His father was watching
the culmination of the most successful
dream harvest since the dark raids,
when they had taken the forger of the
sun himself. Watching the daughter of
light leader meet the same dark end,
was more than his father had ever
hoped to witness.
Suddenly, Rose felt her body shift.
The airy feel consolidated and it was
as though her mass had solidified
itself back into her normal form. She
no longer could feel each individual

molecule, but rather could recognize
the weight of her arms and legs. She
pushed herself up as her sight became
clearer and she could make out a figure
coming towards her in the distance.
"Cronus, is that you?" she whispered
quietly, feeling the familiar safeness
he always emanated towards her. But
as the figure drew nearer, her body
was calmed with a tide of emotion
she hadn't experienced in a while.
Cronus made her calm in the way
that a tranquilizer drugs the body. She
always felt heavy around him, but she
didn't care because it was soothing
and slowed her senses. But this was a
new kind of calm that was like floating
in warm water. She felt weightless,
as though light was reflecting right
through her body. She could see a
hand right in front of her as the figure
finally had come close enough for
her to recognize. The tears gathered
in her eyes, sparkling diamonds, as
she remembered the golden eyes she
hadn't seen in three years.
"I've missed you," Rose whispered
quietly, allowing herself to be pulled
up by the massive warm hand.
"I know honey, we're going home."
Cronus didn't even have time to
run before his body crashed to the

ground. The amulet had shattered and
pink glass now flooded the ground,
with a couple of pieces jutting out of
his shirt. He could hear the screaming
of his father, but he couldn't lift his
head up far enough to see what was
happening to him. In fact he couldn't
really see anything at all except for a
brilliant white light everywhere. The
light hurt his eyes and drilled into
his skull, making his head foggy and
heavy. He began to drift somewhere, a
place he couldn't identify, until he saw
her. She was standing in front of him,
looking as breathtaking as she always
did. However, there was something
different about her appearance. All
aspects of her beauty were magnified,
and the edges of her silhouette were
blurred with light, like the hue around
a halo. Her eyes shone like green lasers
that were fringed with glossy feathers.
The curls of her hair twisted into
ringlets of gold, exuding a reflection
of fortune and brilliance. He tried to
reach out to her, tried to call her, but
everything was becoming too heavy.
He thought he could hear her soft
whisper, "Goodbye Cronus," before
everything became cold and black.

Old Dark Night: Part 4
by Kiernan Dunlop T4
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
"Get in," he shouted, but she was so
confused that she had forgotten how to
move. Why was he here and why did
he want her to get in the car?
"Come on, hurry up before we
both get caught," he said impatiently,
tapping on the wheel. Getting in the
car was her best bet for getting away,
but should she trust him? She hadn't
seen him in 10 years, and they hadn't
left things on the best terms. She
decided to get in, but she couldn't
bring herself to say anything. Luckily,
he was just concerned with getting
out of the city unnoticed, so they sat
in silence. She could hear her heart
beating in her head, and she wasn't
sure if it was from what happened
in the building, or from seeing Eddy.
They were on the highway now, which
meant that they were probably safe.
He took the next exit and pulled over
on the side of the road. He turned to
her and said, "Now that we don't have
to worry about being followed, can
you tell me what in the hell you were
thinking going back to that place?" She
didn't want to tell him what she had
found out or anything she had done;
she had learned over the years that the
less you tell people; the safer you are.
"I have my reasons," she said quietly,
"Why were you there? The last time I
checked, you burned your connections
to that place a long time ago."
"You are damn lucky I was there.
If it wasn't for me, they would've
chased you down the street. But
I guess I shouldn't have expected

much. It was never your style to say
thank you to anyone."
"How do I even know that I should
be thanking you yet? 1 don't know you
anymore; Who's to say that you aren't
working for the agency again and are
about to turn me over?"
Eddy was getting angry now. "How
dare you think that I would work for
them again! What kind of person do
you think I am? How could I work for
them after all the things that they put
me through?" Billie could tell that she
crossed the line and wanted to calm
him down. "I'm sorry, I just don't know
who I can trust, and I've been through
a lot the past week."
"You can always trust me. You
know that."
"I guess I know that now, but I
still don't understand why you were
outside of the agency."
"That's a long story, but it mostly
involves you."
Billie was shocked. "Me? What does
any of it have to do with me?"
"Billie, the reason you were in that
building tonight was because of me."
"What are you talking about? I
know why I was in there and none of it
has to do with you." She wasn't going
to tell him that one of the reasons she
went in there was to see if she could
find him.
"Billie, I know a man was at your
apartment- or should I say, Daisy?"
She couldn't breathe. She thought
she was going to pass out. She needed
air, so she opened the door and got
out of the car. How did he know any
of that? Had he been following her?
How would he have even found her
at all? Eddy got out of the car, and
walked over to Billie. "I know that

this is a lot to take in, but I can explain
everything." Billie calmed down
enough to ask him a question, "Who
told you about Daisy?"
"No one told me about Daisy, I
found out about your alter-ego on
my own."
"How could you have found me? I
hid myself so no one could."
"Billie, look who you're talking to.
I know you better than anyone and I
know every one of your tricks."
"Why were you looking for me?"
"I can't believe you have to ask me
that. You know why; I've been looking
for you since the day you disappeared.
I have to admit you, did a pretty good
job hiding yourself considering it took
me this long to find you."
"Well, you're not the only one
that found me-the agency sent me
a visitor."
"Well, he wasn't exactly from the
agency." Billie was really confused
now. He had to be from the agency,
he had the agency's file on her and
he...well he looked like someone the
agency would send for the purposes of
intimidation. "What do you mean he
wasn't from the agency? He had to be
from the agency?"
"No he didn't, I should have figured
that you would have reacted the way
you did, you really did a job on him."
"Why are you talking about it like
you sent him?"
"Because I did. I found you by
accident. I saw you working at that coffee
shop. But I knew I couldn't follow you
because I wasn't sure if I was the only
one that had been looking for you, so I
hired someone. He was going to give you
a message from me and I was hoping
we could meet somewhere safe. 1 didn't

expect for him to scare you so much."
Billie could not believe this. She
had decided to destroy the agency
because they had sent someone to her
door. She thought they had found her,
and this whole time it was just Eddy.
But then she realized something that
didn't make sense. "How did he have
my file?"
"Well, I needed somewhere to start,
and I figured the agency was the best
place, so I broke in and stole the file
they had on you, and I gave it to him as
some sort of proof that he was coming
from me."
"Are you insane? Don't you know
what someone showing up to your
door with an agency file looks like? Of
course I was going to react that way.
How did you find me after that?"
"Well, I knew you had the file, so I
figured that you were going to assume
that he came from the agency, so you
probably thought that you were in
trouble. I thought for a while, then I
realized the only person you would go
to besides me was Tess. So I went there,
but when I got there the door was open
and everything was thrown around the
room. Tess was comfortable there and
I couldn't ever imagine her leaving,
except if she thought the agency was
after her. That led me to the agency
and to you."
"So I did this for nothing, then. They
never knew where I was."
"It wasn't for nothing. The agency
still needs to be stopped and it will be,
but now we can stop it together." Billie
just looked at him and smiled. She
knew now that they had a chance, that
she could finally be free.
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A Skater's Secret to
Success

The Old Man

by Emily Goodnow '14
Portfolio Staff
ESSAY

and the Door
by Dara Plath '13
Portfolio Editor

Fiction
He stood on the front porch staring
at the door in front of him. It was
painted white and beginning to peel
around the edges. He pinched a piece
of paint between his fingers and pulled
it from the door, letting it drop slowly
in a meandering path down to the
concrete ground.
His name was Jeremy Pulanski. At
least, that's what it said on his driver's
license. He hadn't gone by Jeremy in
years; most of his friends called him
Andy. Andrew was his father's name,
and his grandfather's name. His mother
had named him Jeremy because she
thought it sounded nicer than Andrew.
She was the kind of woman who liked
nice sounding words. But when his
mother died on his third birthday, his
father started calling him Andrew, and
the boys shortened it from there.
Andy stood on the front porch that
belonged to the house where his old
high school sweetheart lived. They had
seen each other on an old yacht that
had been rented out for their fiftieth
high school reunion. Its name was The
Juliet, and when Andy saw his old
girlfriend standing on the boat's top
deck, hair glowing in the evening sun,
eyes reflecting the water's sparkling
surface, he couldn't help but compare
her to that famed Shakespearean lover.
They had talked the whole evening.
While the boat drifted lazily in the calm
harbor, they reminisced on their high
school days; faintly rekindling their
old romance through sideways glances
and soft brushes of cold hands. They
told each other about the kids they
had, and the kids that they had had.
She told him about her husband who
had died from a heart attack four years
earlier; he told her about the wife who
had left him for an Australian soccer
player, and how he hadn't been able
to love since. When the boat finally
docked, it was as if there had been no
lapse in time between 17 and 67.
That had been two days ago. They
didn't exchange phone numbers; that
sort of thing seemed liked it belonged
to the younger generation, those kids
whose palms would become sweaty
and whose hearts would start racing
at the sight of that boy or girl they
couldn't stop thinking about. And yet,
as Andy stood on the porch in front
of the paint-peeling door, he found it
hard to breathe.
He remembered she loved white
daisies. When he had picked her up
for their first date over 50 years ago,
she had worn a white daisy in her
hair. They went to the movies, but he
couldn't remember what movie they
had seen. What he remembered most
about that night was finding the small
white daisy wedged between the
passenger seat and the door. It must
have fallen off when he kissed her.
They had dated for two years.
He broke up with her at the end
of senior year. He was going off to
college and she was staying home.

It was as simple as that. And yet the
memory of her running from his car,
tears streaming down her plump red
cheeks, produced a knot in the back
of his throat that threatened to release
sobs of grief and regret.
He looked down at the flowers in
his hand. He had bought them from
a vendor on the side of the road. He
hadn't planned on bringing flowers,
but when he saw the man pacing up
and down the street yelling that he had
freshly cut flowers for sale, he couldn't
help himself. Andy had never been a
strong believer in fate or destiny, yet
every time he bent his head into the
bouquet of white daisies, he felt as if
he were supposed to be standing on
the porch, picking white paint off of
the door.
He would knock. Eventually he
would gather enough courage to
place his fist on the door and knock
three times. He had planned out
exactly what he would say and what
he would do. He wanted to take her
on a date. He wouldn't take her to the
movies, though; they would go to that
new Italian restaurant that he always
wanted to try, but never had anyone
to go with. He heard that they made
wonderful spaghetti and meatballs.
As he thought about dinner, what
they would talk about, whether she
would wear a daisy in her hair, he
began to feel sick. He was too old for
this, too old to be standing on a porch
with daisies in his hand, too old to be
asking his high school sweetheart to a
spaghetti and meatbail dinner. Andy
dropped the flowers on the ground
and started to walk back to his car.
"Andy, is that you?" Andy turned
around to find his old girlfriend
standing in the doorway, holding
the flowers in her hand. She wore a
powder blue dress that matched the
color of her eyes, and her skin, though
wrinkled with age, still retained that
glimmer of youth when she smiled.
Andy thought she looked as beautiful
as she did when he had picked her up
for their first date over 50 years ago.
"Why don't you come inside?"
Andy smiled and gingerly walked
back up to the front porch and through
the door. He missed something as he
walked through the threshold and
into the house. What he missed was
the newspaper that the paper boy had
thrown that morning. Steven, the paper
boy, had a terrible arm, and knew he
would never be able to play baseball.
However, he loved to practice his
pitch with the rolled up newspapers.
The paper had landed in the bushes,
concealed by an array of green leaves
and blossoming flowers.
Andy missed the headline that day
that read that a yacht named The Juliet
had crashed into the harbor. He didn't
see the headline because he only had
one purpose in mind; one reason for
getting up that morning, buying a
bouquet of white daisies, and standing
in the doorway that belonged to his
old high school sweetheart. He needed
to see Alice one last time, and nothing
besides that mattered.

As I skate backwards, preparing to
set up the jump, I pray to God I don't
fall for the six hundredth time today.
I turn forward, bend my knees, and
hope for a solid landing.
Crash.
Ouch.
That's going to hurt tomorrow.
I sit on the ice for a moment and
sulk in my frustration. Okay, maybe
this wasn't actually the six hundredth
time I've fallen today. It certainly feels
like it, though. I reluctantly lift myself
off the ice and listlessly glide over to
my figure skating coach, Molly.
"It's getting there, Em. I promise."
She smiles at me reassuringly and
pats me on my shoulder.
"I'm never going to land this jump,"
I hopelessly arbitrate.
The zamboni bell rings, indicating
that it's time to resurface the ice. As
the sound resonates throughout the
skating rink, I am brutally reminded
that yet another lesson has passed by
with no successful landings. Over the
past year, there have been countless
lessons that have ended the exact same
way: I smack my hand on the ice after
I tumble down and then emphatically
claim I am going to quit figure skating.
And if my mother is lucky, I will narrate
my sob story on the car ride home as if
my life is going to be meaningless if I
can't land that jump. My twelve-yearold self is completely obsessed with
mastering the highly admirable yet
incredibly irritating jump: the axel.
As I glide off of the ice, Molly tries
to keep my spirits up.
"It's going to be a beautiful jump
once you land it. You won't even have
to think about the motions anymore. It
will just come naturally to you.
According to the number of
bruises I've acquired from falling,
the axel is not something that seems
to be "coming naturally to me." In
fact, the axel is so unnatural to me
that I am forced to wear butt padding
to prevent injury to my tailbone. It
looks absolutely atrocious, but lots
of my skating friends are sporting
butt pads too. At least we look
ridiculous together.

My skating friends who have
accomplished the axel often say that
once you finally master the jump,
you think to yourself: "Oh, is that all
I have to do?" and the insurmountable
struggle dissipates. But I often wonder
if their simplified conception of
mastering the axel is a myth.
At my next lesson, I am forced to
share the ice with the Learn to Skaters
who waddle around like penguins,
dressed in snowsuits with helmets on
their heads. As I skate backwards to set
up the axel, I halt a few times to avoid
smashing into the penguin skaters. I
am terrified that we will collide and
the little ones will topple over like
bowling pins.
My frustration escalates as I try to
maneuver around them. Finally, I find
an open spot in the back right corner of
the ice. I turn backwards instinctively,
do several crossovers and set up the
jump. I bend my knees and begin to
slowly elevate into the air. Time seems
to freeze as if I am drifting in outer
space. Moments later, the tip of my skate
scrapes the ice and I glide on the edge
of the blade. I look down at my stable
foot in utter disbelief. As I lift my head,
I notice a penguin skater wearing a hot
pink snow suit and Disney princess
helmet has been watching me. The two
of us gaze into each other's eyes with
the same shocked expression. Before
I can comprehend what just occurred,
Molly appears and throws her arms
around me. "You did it!" she squeals
as she hugs me tight and jumps up and
down enthusiastically. After a moment
of pure euphoria, Molly releases me
from her tight embrace and a gradual
smile spreads across my face.
"I finally landed that stupid jump,"
I think to myself.
On the car ride home from my
lesson, I fantasize about landing a
hundred more axels. The rewarding
sensation of landing is still thrilling to
me today. Each time I land the axel at
Schneider Arena, I experience the sheer
joy of achievement that essentially all
humans dream of. Whether we are
striving to pass a difficult academic
course, competing against an athletic
opponent, or struggling to find a job, we
all search for that one shining moment.
The maneuvering of the axel is wellestablished in my muscle-memory and
the importance of persistence is forever
imprinted in my mind.
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What will you miss most about PC
this summer?

"Breaking parietals in Fennel!"
Steph Roy '13, Chris Rooney '13

"The track team!"
Arianna Colella '14, Laura Isabelle '14

"We aren't leaving..."
Diana Lohrer '12, Kelly Mitchell '12, Hannah Wallis '12

"The mice in Aquinas!"
Brendan Swan '13, Katie Ferris '13

"Father Batts!"
Peter Sarian '13, Peter Hosinski '13

"Late night snacking at the Perk!"
Natasha Murillo '13, Sarah Rodriguez '13

"Crumpets and tea
with Father Shanley."
-Prince William and
Kate Middleton
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Friars Stuggle Against Top Tier Competition
by Sean Bailey '14
Sports Staff
LACROSSE

The Men's Lacrosse Team faced
the toughest stretch of its season last
week, as it took on two teams that had
a national number one ranking at the
time of their game with the Friars. The
first team they challenged was then
number one ranked Syracuse Orange
at the New England Lacrosse Classic.
The Friars then faced cross-town rival
Brown before finally returning home
to square off against newly annointed
number one Notre Dame. This stretch
of games proved too demanding for
the extremely young Friar squad, as
they were swept with scores of 133, 6-4, and 14-3, respectively. After
these setbacks, the Friars are now 3-10
overall and 0-4 in Big East play.
The New England Lacrosse Classic,
which was played at Gillette Stadium
in Foxboro, Mass., started brilliantly
for the Friars. They came out showing
no fear against the powerhouse
Orange, as they won the opening face
off, which was converted into a quick
goal by Steve Lydon '11, off a Sean
Wright '14 pass, just 70 seconds into
the contest. Syracuse stayed composed
however, and knotted the affair at
one with 10:27 left in the first. Again
though, the Friars had a response
ready for the number one team, with
Evan Helda '11 collecting a pass from
Jake Nolan '12 and finding the back of
the cage to propel the Friars to a 2-1
lead with 8:17 left.
Syracuse would respond again
though and tie things up, but again
the Friars showed they were eager to
fight as Wright put the ball to rest into
the back of the net with 5:07 remaining
in the opening quarter. This goal gave
the Friars a 3-2 lead, and marked the
last PC goal of the contest. Before time
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The Friars came out strong against the top-ranked Orangemen, but a barrage of fourth quarter
Syracuse goals spoiled the upset.

expired in the first, Syracuse tallied
another goal to tie the game up yet
again at three.
The Friars, despite not scoring in
either the second or third quarter,
played extremely well defensively,
keeping the high-powered Orange
machine to only two goals over that
time. The Friars did so by holding the
ball on offense, and playing sound
defense, keeping the Orangemen out of
scoring distance. Unfortunately, by the
fourth quarter, the Orange caught on
to the Friars' strategy, and they started to
force turnovers and pepper in goal after

goal on the Friars en route to their 13-3
victory. Wright collected a goal and an
assist for the Friars in the contest.
The Friars faced a quick turnaround
after their game at Gillette, as they
faced the Brown Bears just three days
later. The Friars started the game
slowly, while Brown started quickly,
pounding in three goals in the first
half while holding the Friars scoreless.
The Friars were only able to get three
shots off in the first half, while Brown
launched 20.
The Friars would steer back on
track in the second half however, and

Nolan started the movement, netting
a goal with 9:18 left in the third. The
Bears followed with two tallies of their
own, swelling their lead to 5-1, before
JT Weber '13 pumped in a goal with 45
seconds left in the quarter to cut the lead
to 5-2 heading into the final quarter of
play. The Friars kept their momentum
going, with Lydon grabbing a goal with
13:41 left. Lmortunately for the Friars,
this would be as close as they would
come in their comeback attempt, as
Brown scored a goal with 7:57 left in
the quarter. The Friars would get a g
from Wright with 30 second left, but it
proved too little too late.
The Friars' next contest was back
at home, against the new number
one team in the country, Notre Dame.
However, this contest took place on
Senior Night, so fittingly the Friars
came out hot, bolstered by the emotion.
Andrew Barton '14 scored the lone goal
by either team in the quarter with 6:07
to give the Friars a 1-0 lead heading
into the second quarter against the best
team in the country. The Friars outshot
Notre Dame 11-9 in the quarter as well.
However, Notre Dame followed
Syracuse's formula to overcome the
Friars' lead, and they peppered in
seven unanswered goals in the second
quarter to take a commanding 7-1 lead.
But Lydon scored with 8 seconds left in
the first half to cut the Irish lead to 7-2.
In the second half, the Friars received
an early goal from Nolan to cut even
deeper into the Irish lead, settling the
score at 7-3. However, it would be the
Friars' last goal of the afternoon. The
Irish continued their scoring spree
despite the hiccup, and pelted in seven
more goals before the final gun went
off in the Friars' 14-3 defeat.
The Friars have two games left, and
both are in Big East play. First, the
Friars hit the road against Villanova
on April 30 before wrapping up their
season at Rutgers on May 7.

Busy Week for Softball Results in Three Wins
by Bridget Stack '13
Asst. Sports Editor

Softball
The Providence College Women's
Softball Team posted a 3-5 record this
past week and a half against opponents
such as Syracuse, Louisville, Rutgers,
and the University of Rhode Island.
In the Friars' most recent game
against Louisville, only one game could
be played in the three-game series due
to inclement weather. The Lady Friars
fell 4-0 to Louisville University in the
game that took place on Saturday, April
23, in Louisville, Kentucky. Pitching for
the Lady Friars was Corrine Clauss '13,
who pitcht
.lx innings, giving up four
eame 4 mns and striking out three.
In t
Se 'nd Annual Pink Out
Game, wb1
nee C ”^ge and
the Ui
Rams
played a douuw
promote
awareness for breast cancer, the Friars
posted a 2-0 record on the day.
In the first game, the Lady Friars
quickly took a 1-0 lead, when in
the third inning Michelle Huber '12
notched a solo home run. The Friars
continued to score, extending the lead
to 3-0 in the sixth inning. Ava Pandiani
'11 doubled to bring in Jessie Bryant
'13 and Kim Pelland '11, rounding out
the scoring in the game and ensuring a
3-0 win for the Friars.
The second game of the day
started off with Jen Abrams '12
notching a solo home run off of the
first pitch of the game. The Friars
were not done scoring, however,
as later in the inning the Friars
extended the lead to 4-0. In this
inning, Pandiani and Pelland hit
back-to-back RBI singles.

The second inning proved that the
Lady Friars were unable to be stopped
by URI, with the Friars scoring seven
runs. Starting off the offensive run
was Corrine Rubright '14, who hit a
solo home run, her fifth of the season.
Morgan Culver '14 brought in three
runners and herself when she notched
a grand slam over the Centerfield
wall. Huber, who hit an RBI to bring
in Abrams, brought in the last run. At
the end of the second inning, the Lady
Friars held an 11-0 run over the Rams.
The Lady Rams started their offense in
the fifth inning, scoring two runs to bring
the final score to 13-2 for a Friar win.
Alicia Grosso '12 pitched for the Lady
Friars, earning the win after bringing a
no hitter into the fifth inning.
On Saturday, April 16, the Lady
Friars started a three-game series
against Rutgers University with a
double-header. In the first game of the
series, Rutgers took an early 1-0 lead
in the second inning, and continued to
extend their lead in the third inning,
bringing it to 3-0. In the fifth inning,
Rutgers once again extended their
lead, scoring five runs on four hits to
bring their lead to 8-0.
The Lady Friars responded in the
bottom of the fifth inning, when Abrams
batted in Alaina Thomas '13, who was
pinch-running for Morgan Culver '14.
This was the only run scored by the
Friars, bringing the final score to 13-1 in
Rutgers favor.
The second game of the day started
the same as the first, with Rutgers taking
an early 1-0 lead in the first inning. The
Lady Friars responded with a run to
tie the score at 1-1, when Jessie Bryant
'13 batted in Justine Stratton '11. The
Scarlet Knights responded by scoring
nine unanswered runs, winning the
game 10-1.

In the third game of the series,
which took place on Sunday, April 17,
at Raymond Field, Rutgers grabbed
an early 1-0 lead in the first inning.
The Lady Friars responded by scoring
three runs in the same inning. Rubright
notched a three-run home run, scoring
Huber and Stratton.
Rutgers once again claimed the lead in
the top of the third inning by scoring four
runs to make the score 5-3. In that same
inning, Bryant belted a two-run home
run for the Lady Friars. Stephanie Kiesel
'13 continued file offensive momentum
by hitting a single to right field. Marie
Flego, who pitch ran for Kiesel, scored
on an error for the Lady Friars.
The lead continued to change, when
Rutgers reclaimed the lead when there
were two outs in the top of the fourth
inning. The Scarlet Knights scored five
runs on six hits to bring the lead to 10-6.
The Lady Friars responded in the bottom
of the fourth inning, scoring four runs to
tie the game at 10-10. Rubright notched a
single to center field to score Huber.
Pelland then hit a three-run home
run to left field. The Friars took the
lead for the final time when Bryant
notched a grand-slam home run in the
fifth inning, bringing the score to 14-

10. Rutgers held on enough to score
one more run in the sixth inning, but
the Lady Friars were too much for
them. The Friars finished with a lead
of 14-11 for the win.
On Thursday, April 14, the Lady Friars
faced Syracuse University in a double
header. In the first game, Syracuse gained
an early 1-0 lead in the first inning.
Providence explosively gained the lead
in the same inning when Rubright belted
a grand slam over center field wall,
scoring four runs to bring the score to 4-1.
Syracuse responded in the next inning,
scoring four runs to regain the lead with
a score of 5-4. The Friars tied the game
at 5-5 when Abrams scored off of a wild
pitch, hi the fourth inning, the Friars
took the lead, when Abrams scored off
of Stratton's single. Unfortunately, it was
not enough, and the Friars fell, 10-9.
In the second game of the double
header, Syracuse once again claimed
an early lead, scoring one run in
the first inning. The Orange only
continued extending the lead to 9-0,
with seven runs in the sixth inning.
The only run of the game for the Friars
was Stratton's, brought in by Riesel's
double in the sixth inning. The final
score of the game was 9-1.

Got a Minute?
Alexis Smith T2 catches up with Christina England ’ll
of the Women’s Hockey Team.

Christina England
Senior
Women's Hockey
#31
Goaltender
Wareham, Mass.

Must-See T.V.: Pretty Little Liars
Best Meal She Can Make: Nachos
Karaoke Song: "Love Story"
by Taylor Swift
Dream Date: Beach at Night Time
Late Night Snack: Oreos
Food She Can't Stand: Seafood
Favorite Entertainer: Chelsea Handler
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Sean Wright

Marisela Aviles-Duron

Men's Lacrosse
Freshman — Silver Spring, Md.
Wright had a goal and an assist against
top-ranked Syracuse this past weekend in the
New England Lacrosse Stadium in Gillette Stadium.

Women's Tennis
Sophomore — Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Aviles-Duron helped PC defeat
Villanova with a three-set comback
victory this past week.

Scores

Schedules

Saturday, Apr. 23
Men's Lacrosse vs. Notre Dame

L, 14-3

Thursday, Apr. 21
Softball at Louisville

L, 4-0

Tuesday, Apr. 19
Softball vs. Rhode Island
Softball vs. Rhode Island
Men's Lacrosse vs. Brown

W, 3-0
W, 13-2
L, 6-4

Thursday, Apr. 28
Softball vs. Boston College
Track vs. Penn Relays

4:00 p.m.
All Day

Friday, Apr. 29
Track vs. Penn Relays

All Day

Saturday, Apr. 30
Softball vs. Georgetown
Softball vs. Georgetown
Men's Lacrosse vs. Villanova
Track vs. Penn Relays

12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m
4:00 p.m.
All Day

Sunday, May 1
Softball vs. Georgetown
Track vs. Brown Springtime Invitational

12:00 p.m.
All Day

Standings
Big East Women's Softball

Big East Men's Lacrosse

Big East
L
T

w

Overall
L
T

Team

w

Notre Dame
Syracuse
St. John's
Georgetown
Villanova
Rutgers

5
4
2
2
2
0

0
0
3
2
2
4

0
0
0
0
0
0

10
12
4
5
10
5

0
1
8
7
3
8

0
0
0
0
0
0

Providence

0

4

0

3

10

0

Team

Big East
W
L
T

w

USF
Notre Dame
DePaul
Louisville
Connecticut
Pittsburgh
Rutgers
Syracuse
Georgetown
Providence
St. John's
Villanova

12
11
12
11
5
7
7
8
5
6
6
3

3
1
1
4
10
9
9
5
8
11
9
15

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

29
35
29
33
18
28
19
30
12
22
19
15

11
8
11
14
25
14
26
11
36
26
27
27

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

Seton Hall

3

14

0

16

29

1

Overall
L
T
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Friar Senior Athletes Bid Farewell to Providence
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Seniors

Four years of practice. Four years of games. Four years of memories. Four years at Providence College. As the final
chapter in the story of the Class of 2011 draws to a close, 20 senior athletes reflect on their time on Smith Hill, their
greatest moments, and what they will take away from Providence.

"I want to thank Providence College for an amazing, unfoigettable four years. Thank you to everyone in the athletic department for
continued support and guidance and to my team for all the memories of epic games and crazy road trips. Congratulations class of
2011 and good luck in all your future endeavors!"
Emily Morris, Women's Volleyball

"My greatest moment at PC was racing and traveling to NCAA Cross Country Nationals. The men of Suites 609 pranked
the boys of Davis 602 on April 1. Don't sweat the petty, pet the sweaty."
Stephen Hankinson, Track
"I am so lucky to have had the opportunity to travel to such awesome places such as Notre Dame, San Francisco, Louisvill|,
DC, Chicago, Miami, Disney.... even just for the weekend!"
Kathryn Sullivan, Softball

"The thing I am going to miss the most is lifting with Coach White and Coach Rick."
Ava Pandiani, Softball

"The best moments at PC for me were simply hanging out in the dorms with my roommates and other teammates,
is what I am going to miss most. College is a time with a lot of struggles and difficulties like managing youitimc with
school and, in my case, athletics as well, and just being able to sit on the couch and enjoy time with yout friend^ that
spend everyday going through the same things you are going through is what I will cherish most."
Kyle McKinnon, Men's Ice Hockey
W
:
"December 2,2007: the Final Athlete Christmas Party due to Yours Truly."
Justine Stratton, Softball

"There is something great about being a PC Friar, each day at Providence brings uniqueness and personal fulfillment, but
there is something greater about being a PC Friar athlete. Friar athletics have given me something that no average college
student can experience... teammates. My teammates have allowed me to do the impossible at PC. Providence College is a
wonderful place to be. We are blessed to be given the opportunity to attend one of the highest level liberal arts schools of
academic instruction. Don't let it pass by. Take every opportunity you can to leam or experience something new, whether it
be an art show, a concert, a student-run program, a PC sports event or a religious or educational lecture."
Toni Rauseo, Women's Track

"My greatest moment at PC is finishing my senior season on a win at home. Not every team gets to end on a win and even
though we didn't make it into playoffs, we came from behind that night and went out on a good note. As far as one thing
I am going to miss...I am going to miss the chance to compete alongside the great group of guys we had this year. Hey
PC, go to more hockey games and support the boys as they right the ship and get PC hockey back on the map as national
players every year. When Schneider arena is bumping with a good student section, it is an amazing place to play. Thanks
to those of you who came out and supported us over the past four years."
Ian O'Connor, Men's Ice Hockey

"Freshman year being ranked 9th in the country."

Eric Baier, Men's Ice Hockey

"1 think what I will miss the most is the camaraderie I feel with my teammates. One of my favorite memories is having a
dance party' at a gas station in Daytona Beach with the team, coach included. It is a memory that sticks out in my mind as a
culmination of the friendships and good times I have had here as part of the PC athletics community. These people are my
Friar family and I will miss all of the consistent support I received from the Providence College community."
Sondra Snyder, Women's Volleyball

Every Good Sportswriter is a Loyal Fan at Heart
by John Butler '11
Sports Editor Emeritus

Commentary
The ancient Greeks, despite all of
their moral depravity, had a startlingly
accurate understanding of the human
person, and a truly praiseworthy ideal
for human flourishing. This ideal is
perhaps best expressed, ironically
enough, in the Latin dictum, mens sana
in corpore sano, a sound mind in a sound
body. And it is this dictum which now
merits our consideration.
It is no shocking revelation when I
tell you that modern collegiate sports,
and professional sports for that matter,
value the corpus sanum at the expense
of the mens sana. However, I suspect
that Providence College is unique in
that our student-athletes are among
the best in the nation in satisfying the
Greek ideal.
The Department of Athletics is
rightfully proud of its 94 percent
student-athlete graduation rate, but
the claim I have made requires better

and more concrete evidence than that.
Before we delve into the particulars,
it might be prudent to pose these
questions: Is there another basketball
program in the nation where the
players have read The Odyssey? Is there
another hockey program in the nation
where the players actively discuss
Thomism, all the while referring to the
Angelic Doctor as Tommy A?
I suspect not. We've got something
special going here at PC-namely,
an education that is not temporally
provincial, as so many modem
curricula are—and all of us, student
athletes included, benefit from it.
Our student-athletes are sometimes
the object of scorn and ridicule for the
supposed lack of effort that they put
into their studies. Yet I am consistently
amazed
at
the
scholarly
and
intellectual pursuits that our student
athletes seek out. Take somebody like
Jimmy Cebulski 'll, a diver for the
Swim Team, whose diving skills are
perhaps exceeded only by his skills in
the laboratory. Cebulski is one of the
senior researchers in the Austriaco Lab,
which studies programmed cell death

in yeast. Or take Meg Van Name '12 of
the Track Team, who was just recently
elected secretary of the class of 2012. Or
take Sean McBride '11, a freestyler on
the Swim Team, who is also a biology
major. Or take Ayushi Sinha '11 of
the Tennis Team, who programmed
iPhone apps for her independent study
in computer science this semester. Or
take any number of other student
athletes who are just as scholarly as
they are athletic.
All these feats are impressive in
themselves, but they are downright
astounding when one considers that
they have all been accomplished
after double sessions, weightlifting,
or suicides are over. Dr. Ralph Wood,
the visiting Randall Chair Professor
this year, very often tells the story
of one of his student-athletes at
Baylor University. This student was
a basketball player for Baylor, one of
the better teams in the Division I, and
once remarked that after practices, he
was too tired physically to even open a
book to begin study.
And yet, that ballplayer was one of
Dr. Wood's better students because,

like most student-athletes, he was self
disciplined and had the seriousness of
purpose to get done what he needed to
get done.
When I was a boy, I looked up to
athletes, professional and collegiate,
because I wanted to be like them,
with their superhuman strength
and unparalleled agility. Now, even
as my youth is swiftly fading, I still
find myself looking up to athletes,
especially the student-athletes at
Providence College, because they
embody everything that is worth
emulating in order to live a good life.
What I'm driving at is this: It's easy
for a newspaper to report on athletes
as if they were automatons whose
sole mission in life is to score points.
Be that as it may, I want the readers
of The Cowl and the student-athletes
themselves to know that a true and
abiding admiration inspires all of The
Cowl's coverage of the Friar teams.
More than anything, we sportswriters
respect the great work that the Friars
do, regardless of whether that work
takes place in Mullaney Gymnasium
or Albertus Magnus.
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Bob Deraney is Proof that Hard Work Pays Off
byAl Daniel 'll
Sports Staff

Before They Were Coaches

Before They Were
Coaches
Editor’s Note: This is the
latest in a series of articles
detailing what some of PC’s
coaches were up to before
their careers at Providence.
Jack Parker made Bob Deraney
take the long trek to the hallowed
goal crease at Boston University; first
literally, then figuratively.
A self-characterized "recruited walkon" to the program in 1983, the current
PC Women's Hockey Coach remembers
being cut from the BU varsity team,
then subsequently promoted from JV
after Christmas break to take another
crack at it. Trouble was, there were
already three established stoppers and
no vacant stalls in the Terrier clubhouse.
So Deraney had to settle for
mere practice-based exposure and
continuing to dress in the otherwise
unoccupied JV locker room.
"I'd have to walk through the varsity
room, through the showers, into the JV
room, put all my equipment on, walk
back through the showers, through the
varsity room, then go out and skate,"
he recalled.
"But I didn't care, because as long as
I had an opportunity to practice, there
was still a chance that I might get a
chance to dress (for a game). Not play,
but dress."
Nothing doing, at least not right
away. To close the 1983-84 season,
Parker fired off one of the most
dauntingly, fiddly wrist shots Deraney
would ever face.
"He called me into his office and he
told me, 'Bob you're never going to play
here,' and he was right," Deraney said.
"I was never, ever going to play there.
I was overweight, I was out of shape,
and I wasn't a Division I athlete."
But beneath the frosty surface of
Parker's statement, Deraney detected
an invitation to improve. He knew

SARA SPIRITO ’11/THE COWL

Head Coach Bob Deraney led the Women’s Hockey Team to an impressive 22-12-1 record this season
in his eleventh year on the job at Providence.

it from a year's worth of interaction
with the celebrated skipper, who is
now going on 39 years behind the BU
men's bench.
When he was still refurbishing
with the short-season JV team that
November, Deraney was pulled
over from the walkway en route to
practice just as Parker's team was
finishing its session. He recalls that
fleeting meeting as follows:
Parker: "You're getting a B in calculus."
Deraney: "That sounds about right."
Parker: "Keep up the good work."
"At that time, I thought he was just
trying to make small talk," Deraney said.
"But what he was doing was checking up
on my grades, so for those three months
he got to know me as a person, he thought
I was a pretty good kid."
"He knew I was always the first
one on the ice, last one to leave, that
I loved to play. But most importantly,
he wanted to see if I was going to
flunk out or if I was going to be a
student he could rely on. And so,
come Christmastime when he cut
the JV team, he kept one player; he
kept me."

"If I'm not a good person, if I'm not a
good student, and if I didn't love to play,
he'd probably keep somebody else."
With that and the subsequent, less
savory "you're never going to play"
lecture intermingled in his mind,
Deraney sought reformation over the
summer. And he sought an upstart
strength and conditioning coach in
Mike Boyle, whose countless trainees
have ranged from Hall of Fame Bruin
Ray Bourque to current Friar forward
Abby Gauthier '12.
"I said to Mike, 'Coach tells me I'm
never going to play here,' and he says,
'What do you want to do?' I said 'I want
to prove him wrong.'"
"Three months later, 40 pounds
lighter," Deraney added. "Now, I'm not
Mike Boyle's most high-profile athlete,
but I am his first reclamation project. So
I come back, and Coach is so impressed
with my commitment to the program
that he put me in the varsity room."
Scholarship freshman Peter Fish
and sophomore Terry Taillefer split
the Terriers' blue paint workload for
the first half of the 1984-85 campaign,
the inaugural Hockey East season.

But when the injury bug bit Taillefer,
followed by Fish, a sharpened
opportunist was the only resort.
On Jan. 11,1985, Fish broke his finger
and withdrew whilst safeguarding a
one-goal lead against Michigan Tech.
Deraney stepped in for his improvised,
yet long-awaited, NCAA debut and
claimed credit for a 6-5 triumph.
As it happened, a seven-game
winning streak ensued for BU and
its hot-handed answer to Cool Hand
Luke. After sweeping Michigan
Tech in bizarre fashion—the visiting
Huskies quit the second game of the
series upon trailing 5-1 at the first
intermission—Deraney backstopped
four straight conference wins, the last
being a soul-testing, barn-burner at
New Hampshire.
"The game right before the Beanpot,
we played UNH, and after the first
period, the score was 5-4," he said.
"And I knew if I screwed that up, I
wouldn't be playing in the Beanpot. I'll
never forget (BU goalie coach) Brian
Durocher came over and said 'Listen,
the guy who settles down first is the
guy who's going to win this game.'"
In the subsequent 40 minutes, BU
charged up a 10-7 triumph. From there,
Deraney's streak culminated with a
5-3 win over Harvard in the Beanpot
semifinal at the Boston Garden.
"Playing in that first Beanpot, my
only Beanpot," Deraney said, "had
much more significance than just being
a local kid playing in the Beanpot."
Fish and Taillefer both healed and
ultimately reassumed their positions
atop the Terriers' crease caste system.
But Deraney, who, as a high school
senior, paid three visits to BU and two
to Boston College in one week, had
already put a Sharpie-strong stamp on
his work ethic. That trend continued
at the conclusion of his sophomore
campaign, when he received the team's
Most Improved Player award.
"I think the values that I take to the
[PC women's] program and those that
this program is built on are based on my
experience at BU," he said. "If I wasn't a
good person, if I wasn't a good student,
if I wasn't a hard worker, then I probably
would not be sitting here today."
"You never know what the difference
is going to be, but if you make sure you
do the best at everything you can, most
likely it's going to pay off for you."

Distance Shines for
Tennis Wraps up Season
Friars at Mt. Sac Relays
by Dan McNamara '13
Sports Staff

Seven Friar Speedsters are Now Qualified
for the Big East Championships
by Joe Dalli '14
Sports Staff

Track
The Mt. Sac Relays, "where the
world's best athletes compete," is a
grueling, three-day tournament that
puts runners to the true test. Held in
sunny Walnut, California, this marked
the first trip to the West Coast for the
men and women of the Track and Field
Team, and it was an excellent trip at
that. Seven Friars claimed new Big East
qualifying standards, and qualified to
run in the Big East Championships.
David McCarthy '12 set an early
tone with his run in the 1,500-meter
race.
This race marked his debut
of the 2011 season, and McCarthy
finished with an impressive time
of 4:04.04. Alex Wallace '14, a New
Zealand native, also competed in the
5,000-meter race, and posted a time
of 3:48.01. Rounding out the notable
performances for the men was Ahmed

Ali '13, who set a new personal record
in the 10,000-meter run, finishing with
a time of 30:22.29. McCarthy, Wallace,
and Ali all qualified for the upcoming
conference meet with their impressive
and well-earned times.
Personal records were also a
recurring theme for the women's
team, as two of their runners posted
personal best times. Hannah Davidson
'12 shattered her personal best in
the 5,000-meter run with a time of
16:20.37. In that elite event which was
full of talented runners from across
the country, Davidson placed 22nd
in a field of 30, and qualified for a
spot in the Big East Champs. Laura
Nagel '14 also set a personal record
in the 1,500-meter run, finishing in
sixth place with a 4:23.23, which
also qualifies her for the Big East
Championships.
The next challenge for the Friars
will be Thursday through Saturday,
April 28-30, when both the men and
women will compete in the oldest and
largest track meet of the season: The
Penn Relays.

Tennis
The Friars had an up and down
year, and were hoping to finish their
season strong over two Big East foes.
On Sunday, April 17, the team earned
its first Big East victory of the year by
defeating Villanova, 4-2, at the Centre
Court Tennis Club in East Providence,
R.I. The Friars got singles wins from
Marisela Aviles-Duron '13, Maria Clara
Bemardez '14, Ayushi Sinha '11, and
Melissa Ferry '12. Bemardez put her
opponent away early and often en route
to a 6-3, 6-1 victory. After dropping the
No. 4 and No. 6 singles matches, AvilesDuron found herself down a set and 3-1
before a comeback 4-6, 6-3, 7-5 victory.
She ran off five games in the third set to
take the crucial point for the Friars.
Sinha watched her teammate rally
and decided to do the same as she took
the last four games of the third set in
her match to win 6-2, 4-6, 6-3. The win
was bittersweet for Sinha, as it marked
the first Big East singles victory for
the captain. Ferry was the closer for
the Friars as she won 7-6 (7-1), 6-3 to
give the Friars the win. There were
no doubles matches played against
Villanova. The win marked the first
Big East win for the Friars since April
13, 2002, when they beat St. John's, 4-3.

Marisela Aviles-Duron ’13 earned a singles win
for PC against Villanova on Sunday, April 17.

A day earlier, the Friars fell to
Seton Hall at the Providence College
tennis courts 5-2. Aviles-Duron and
Bemardez both scored points for the
Friars as they cruised to straight set
victories at the No. 1 and No. 2 singles
position. In doubles, Seton Hall took all
three matches by a very close margin.
With the weekend split, the Friars
finish the regular season 5-14 overall,
and 1-7 in the Big East. Aviles-Duron and
Bemardez finished 8-1 in their last nine
singles matches. Aviles-Duron finished
the year with 19 wins at the No. 1 singles
spot, which is a school record. She now
has 36 victories in that spot for the Friars
in her two seasons here. The end of the
season marks a growing point in Friars
Tennis as Aviles-Duron and Bemardez
provide a strong one-two punch on top
for the future.
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If you have any topics for debate, email PCI
---------------- cowlsports@gmail.com -------------------------Who is the best defensive player in this year's
NFL Draft?
It's hard to argue against expert
consensus, so let's not even try to
do it. Instead, let's just go ahead and
pronounce Alabama tackle Marcell
Dareus as the NFL's top defensive
prospect for 2011.
All five panelists from nfl.
com have Dareus going second
overall to Denver, behind Auburn
quarterback
Cam Newton to
Carolina. And those are just two
of six collegians hovering within
or around the Top 10 of the
scouting leaderboard with a vital
common thread —membership in
the SEC, arguably last year's most
competitive college conference.
Over the previous two seasons,
Dareus never went a game without
etching at least one tackle, and he
curtained his Crimson Tide career in
assertive fashion. In both a valiant
one-point losing effort to Newton's
Tigers and a 49-7 lashing of Michigan
State in the Capital One Bowl, Dareus
logged two solo tackles, one assisted
tackle, and a sack.
That bowl triumph undoubtedly
rinsed out at least some of the vinegar
that came with the Tide's postBCS championship hangover and
letdown that was the 2010 season.
This raises another vital point.
Claim what you will about what
people are seeing at combines or
who needs whom to fill a particular
hole in their lineup, Dareus has
contributed to a regal winning
program on the collegiate level, and
before any player actually enters the
NFL Draft and "The Show" itself,
few, if any, qualities are a better way
to gauge his worth.

-Al Daniel '11

Despite the threat of an NFL
lockout next season, there is one
player who could not be blocked
out of the backfield. Nick Fairley
stands at 6-3 and weighs 291 pounds.
At the defensive tackle position at
Auburn, Fairley caused more havoc
in the backfield than the other teams'
running backs. You just don't see
a guy with his speed and strength
getting after running backs, and yes,
even quarterbacks.
Fairley
has
been
knocked
throughout his career as a head case.
Fairley's character is much like that
of former All-Pro lineman Albert
Haynesworth. He is known for taking
plays off and only playing hard when
he wants to. Well, from what I have
seen, when he wants to, Fairley is a
freak that will make one NFL general
manager very happy.
Early on, Fairley was a lock to
be a top five pick. I still see this guy
being a top 10-15 pick because of his
raw talent. Fairley is a high risk, high
reward pick that is worth all the risk.
He led the Auburn Tigers last season
with a ridiculous 24 tackles for loss
and also led them with 11.5 sacks. He
had 21 quarterback hurries, two forced
fumbles, and two fumble recoveries.
Fairley's 2010 was, bar none, one of
the most impressive and dominating
for a player at the defensive tackle
position. He is not just a run stopper
and a tackler: Nick Fairley simply
breaks up any play that any offensiveminded guru calls. He has the mindset
that if he is not in the backfield seconds
after the snap, he has not done his job.
Who needs studs like Patrick Peterson,
Von Miller, and Prince Amukamara
when your quarterback and running
back can never make it past Fairley?
- Dan McNamara '13

by John Butler 'll
Sports Editor Emeritus

Sports Digest
And the Winner Is. The Department
of Athletics held its 50th annual All
Sports Gala on Tuesday, April 26,
where honors were bestowed upon
several teams and players who were
earned distinction over the course of
the year. Marshon Brooks was named
Male Athlete of the Year for team
sports, and Lee Carey '12 was awarded
the same honor for individual sports.
Genevieve Lacasse '12 was named the
Female Athlete of the Year for team
sports, and Shelby Greany '13 was
awarded the same honor for individual
sports. Julie Ruggieri '11 received the
Paul Connolly award which recognizes
afemale athlete for her distinguished
sportsmanship, courage, and honor.
Matt Germain '11 received the Mai
Brown Award. Michael Pereira '11,
Jaime Lipski 'll, and Emma Perron
'11 were also honored with the Sine
Qua Non Awards, which are bestowed
upon Providence athletes who are
considered to be unsung heroes.
A Tip of the Cap. A tip of the cap goes
out to Nate Leaman, the new head coach
of the Men's Hockey Team. Leaman
comes to Providence from Union
College, where he led the Dutchmen for
eight seasons. Leaman will be formally
introduced at a press conference which
is open to media and fans on Tuesday,
May 3, at 3:30 p.m. in the Concannon
Fitness Center conference room. The
hire was the second major addition to
the sports staff in under a month, and it
is being hailed by the fans as a fine hire,
with a great deal of potential.
We'd Like Some Kiwi, Please. Kiwi
Gardner, the 5-8 point guard from
Oakland, has committed to Providence
College. The Providence Journal reported
last week that Gardner will join the PC
squad this coming fall. The speedy
ballplayer seems to be just as dangerous
from the perimeter as he is oft the fast
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break. Coach Cooley apparently saw
him play during a prep tournament in
Connecticut and liked what he saw.
The Season Is Far from Over. This
may be the final issue of the year for
The Cowl, but that doesn't mean you
should quit following the many Friar
teams whose seasons extend well into
May. Be sure to keep up with all the
Providence squads at friars.com.
Fresh Class on the Way In. Head
Volleyball Coach Margot RoyerJohnson announced Monday that
Colleen McCollom of Indian Head
Park, Ill. has signed a national letter
of intent to play at Providence this
coming fall. McCollom is the sixth
member of the incoming Class of
2015 which is poised to join the seven
returning players. The Women's
Volleyball Team competed for the first
time last season in the America East
Conference, and will return for play
in the same conference this fall.
This Week's On-Canipus Game
to Catch. The Softball Team will try
to do some in-conference damage
when Georgetown comes to town
this weekend for a three game set,
beginning with a doubleheader on
Saturday, April 30, at 12:00 p.m. at
Raymond Field. Providence enters the
game having split a doubleheader at
Connecticut on Wednesday, April 27.
This Week's Off-Campus Game to
Read About. The Track and Field Team
will compete in the most storied and
most celebrated collegiate track meet
this weekend when the Friars travel to
Philadelphia for the Penn Relays. The
Relays draw the best of the best from
around America, and Ray Treacy's team
is hoping to show that the Friars can go
nose to nose with America's elite.
It's Dope. Here marks this
sportswriter's final installment of The
Dope Sheet. Colleague Nick Aiken
'12 will take over the reigns of the
section next year, and he has agreed
to continue writing The Dope Sheet
to ensure that this space remains the
dopest in the paper.

Newton Hopes to Join Ranks of Namath and McMahon
by Nick Aiken '12
Sports Editor
NFL

Ever
since
former
Auburn
University quarterback Cam Newton
came on the scene, he has been
surrounded by controversy But he
didn't let this or any opposing defenses
slow him down en route to winning
both the Heisman Trophy and the BCS
National Championship.
Newton is hoping to carry his
success to the professional level, as
he will most likely be a top pick in
tonight's NFL Draft in New York. He
has proven his ability to dominate at
the collegiate level, but the NFL is a
horse of a different color. Nonetheless,
Newton has more than enough talent
and athleticism to succeed in the
pros. The only question that remains
is whether or not he will be able to
continue to conquer the controversy
and maintain his high level of play.
Here
are
two
quarterbacks
who enjoyed great success in the
NFL despite consistently spurring
controversy:
Joe Namath: Broadway Joe was
known just as much for his nonchalant
passing technique as he was for his
nonchalant stroll up and down the
streets of Manhattan. Long hair, fur

coats, panty hose commercials, and
a wild social life all added to the
cloud of controversy that followed
Namath wherever he went. But
despite these shenanigans, the 1985
Hall of Fame inductee finished
his career with 173 touchdown
passes, 1,886 completions for 27,663
yards, three division champions
(the 1968 and 1969 AFL East
Champion Jets and the 1977 NFC
West Champion Rams), earned one
league championship (the 1968 AFL
Championship), and a victory in
Super Bowl III.
Jim
McMahon: Like many
members on the 1985 Chicago Bears,
Jim McMahon was a character to say
the least. The "punky QB known
as McMahon" was famous for his
head-first slides, dark sunglasses,
personalized
headbands
and
adamant audacity. Before Super
Bowl XX, he even mooned a
helicopter full of journalists who
had been inquiring about his
injured buttocks in order to give
them a better view of the wound.
McMahon finished his career as a
two-time Super Bowl champion and
a one-time Pro-Bowler. McMahon
will go down in history as one of the
most animated athletes to ever play
at the professional level, but more
importantly, he will be remembered
as a great NFL quarterback.
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Jim McMahon, one of the most controversial players in NFL history, led the Bears to a victory over
the Patriots in Super Bowl XX.
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Nate Leaman Named Men's Hockey Coach
The 2010-11 Men's Division I Coach of the Year Hopes to Bring a New Style of Play to PC
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Men’s Hockey
Director of Athletics Bob Driscoll
has chosen Nate Leaman to become
Providence College's 12th Men's
Hockey coach in the school's history.
In eight seasons at Union College,
Leaman posted a record of 138-127-35.
This past year, his team won the ECAC
Regular-Season Championship and
earned the program's first invitation
to the NCAA Division I Tournament,
where the Dutchmen were beaten
by Minnesota-Duluth, the eventual
tournament champion.
In addition to his winning streaks
at Union, Leaman has been honored
this year with the Division I Men's
Coach of the Year Award, in addition
to being honored as the ECAC Coach
of the Year for the second straight
season. He will be a great addition
to our men's ice hockey program
because he will bring a new coaching
style to Friartown.
"Coach Leaman is a great coach,"
said Friars' defenseman Danny New
'12. "He won the Penrose Award
this year for the nation's top college
hockey coach and for us to get him
here at PC is amazing. I think he is
going to bring a new life to our team
and help us have a very successful
season starting next year."
He also was a member of Shawn
Walsh's coaching staff when Maine
won the 1999 NCAA championship,
so he obviously knows how to coach a
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Leaman’s Union College squad competed in the NCAA Division I Tournament for the first time in
school history this year.

winning team, and his experience as a
coach at a Hockey East program will
certainly prove an added advantage
as he takes over at Providence.
Our hockey team has had a rocky
three years, and we got close to making
the playoffs this past year, but missed
them by a single game. Leaman has a

good team to work with and is hoping to
add more wins to their record. A positive
attitude, a good work ethic and a total
team effort should hopefully combine
to produce the results every Friar fan is
looking for.
Leaman is a native of Centerville,
Ohio, and has a wife and son. He is a
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1997 graduate of SUNY Cortland,
where he earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in biological sciences with
a concentration in environmental
science. The trek from Union to
Providence isn't too substantial, so
Leaman should not have trouble
settling into his new home.
Unfortunately for the seniors,
they will only have Leaman for
one year. But according to Danny
New, that shouldn't be too big of
an issue. "I don't think it will be
tough at all," said New. "I mean,
we all know how to play the game.
That is why we are here, but a new
face, a new voice, and different
leadership can right the ship here
at Providence. I look at it as one
more year to make a run for the
league title and for that to carry
on every year afterward."
In addition to his impressive
resume, Leaman is young, fresh,
and enthusiastic about the game of
hockey. He will revive the great ice
hockey tradition that Providence
College has had in the past, prior to
the recent slump. If players buy into
his system, expect great results to
follow. If he can do it at Union, then
he can surely do it at Providence.
There will be a news conference
held to introduce Leaman on
Tuesday, May 3, in the Concannon
Fitness Center Conference Room,
and it will be open to all Friar
fans. The press conference will
not be held until May because
Leaman will be soaking up the sun
in Florida at the College Hockey
Coaches Convention next week.

A Bright Future
for PC Athletics

with Chris Torello

Commentary
Call it one last attempt to show
optimism by a student whose four-year
stint at Providence went without a trip
to the "Promised Land," that is, the
NCAA Tournament. Call it a renewed
freshness in the air we breathe as new
coaches take to the helm of our Men's
Basketball and Ice Hockey programs.
Call it whatever you want, but once the
next 3-5 seasons are in books, you will
have to include one word—success.
Ed Cooley is not Keno Davis (and I
can hear the joy that is in the readers'
hearts). He is a man who understands
the meaning of hard work. He grasps
the idea that nothing is simply handed
to you. Cooley came from virtually
nothing; he grew up in a poor family
with eight siblings and a single mother,
which seems like the beginning to
a story with a fairy tale ending, but
this is real life. Many of the students
at Providence do not understand, or
could not even begin to understand, the
life that Ed Cooley has lived. This is not
to say that they will never understand.
They will get their chance. Cooley will
instill a new attitude into his players,
this program, and this campus. Cooley
will bring the core values that he has
lived by his entire life. He will be a

father to the players and a face for Union that have caught the attention
the college. He will raise the level of many across the nation. In 2009-2010
of talent on the court. He will make Leaman's team went 21-12-6, with an
ECAC Tournament runner-up position.
other teams fear the Friars, but also
respect them. Cooley built a program This past season, Union went 26-10-4
at Fairfield University and improved and captured the college's first Cleary
the team's record in each of his five Cup (ECAC regular season champion)
seasons as head coach. He knows and earned its first NCAA Division I
what it takes to develop talent and has tournament berth. With the success of
the program came the highest honor
the New England connections to land
for Leaman—the 2011 Division I Men's
program-changing recruits. Finally,
and most importantly, he will change Coach of the Year Award. He also
the perception of his players on and received his second straight ECAC
off the court. He is very strict when it Coach of the Year honor.
Anyone who has had to endure some
comes to his players and their classes;
players must sit in the first three rows of the men's games over at Schneider
of their classes, and they must be early Arena over the past few seasons can
to each class. In time, Ed Cooley will appreciate this hire and feel confident
that Providence Men's Hockey can return
have transformed this entire program,
and will have captured every heart to the top of the Hockey East. Leaman
and mind that bleeds black and white.
will bring a more balanced attack to the
Expect Cooley and gang to add some Friars as they will look to abandon the
banners to the rafters during his stay dump-and-retreat offensive style. They
at Providence.
have the ability to defend already and
The Men's Hockey Team may have will only improve with Leaman taking
just found a hidden gem in their new the helm. It will not be a one-year process,
head coach, Nate Leaman. He has but if Leaman can do at Providence what
been the head coach at Union College he did at Union (especially his final two
over the past eight seasons, compiling seasons at Union), then he will make
a record of 138-127-5. Though the Schneider Arena a hot spot for fans and
overall record (which boasts a .518 students.
winning percentage) does not seem
All of this is not done without the
to be the most impressive one, it is continued leadership of Providence
the past two seasons' records for Athletic Director, Bob Driscoll. Driscoll

recently took much of the blame for
hiring both Keno Davis and Tim
Army. But who could blame him
for the hires; Davis was coming off
a 28-5 campaign at Drake and was
draped with six different Coach
of the Year awards, including the
Associated Press Coach of the Year
in 2008. Army played at Providence
and was a fiery New Englander who
knew what it took to promote hard
work and defense.
I believe that Driscoll was right in
hiring those two men and I believe
he is right in hiring his two newest
coaches. He had found two coaches
who have gone through losing
seasons, only to then persevere and
build stable programs that could
compete for berths in postseason
tournaments. I truly believe that
both coaches will succeed during
their time at Providence and lead
their teams deep into postseason
play. Then all of the doubters can
apologize to Mr. Driscoll.
There will always be bumps along
the road of life and the road to success,
and Providence has never confused
the two. But with the right leaders
in place they will continue towards
their goal of winning the right way
while becoming the most respected
program in the nation.

